Connecticut

IV, APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
(CFDA No. 84.412)

Legal Name of Applicant Applicant’s Mailing Address:
(Office of the Governor):
Executive Chambers

Governor Dannel P. Malloy State Capital

Hartford, CT 06106
Employer Identification Number: Organizational DUNS:
06-6000798 079102530
Lead Agency: Connecticut Office of Early Lead Agency Contact Phone:
Childhood

860-713-6411

Contact Name: ‘
Lead Agency Contact Email Address:

Myra Jones-Taylor, Executive Director _ V
Myra.Jones-taylor@ct.gov

Required Applicant Signatures (Must include signatures from an authorized representative of each
Participating State Agency. Insert additional signature blocks as needed below. To simplify the process,
signatories may sign on separate Application Assurance forms.):

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and correct.

I further certify that I have read the application, am fully committed to it, and will support its implementation:

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name): Telephone:
Governor Dannel P. Malloy 860-566-4840
Signature of Governor or Authorized,Representative of the Governor: Date:
(b)(6)
lo / ¥ Ez’,c‘sx's
Lead Agency Authorized }fepresemativé (Printed Name): Agency Name:
Myra Jones-Taylor, Executive Director Office of Early Childhood
Signature of Lead Agency Authorized Representative: _ Date:
(b)(6)

/01773
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Connecticut
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application

Accountability, Transparency, and Reporting Assurances

The Governor or his/her authorized representative assures that the State will comply with all
applicable assurances in OMB Standard Forms 4248 and D (Assurances for Non-Construction
and Construction Programs), including the assurances relating to the legal authority to apply for
assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; merit systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act
provisions; labor standards, including Davis-Bacon prevailing wages; flood hazards; historic
preservation; protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; Single Audit Act;
and the general agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive orders, and
regulations.

o With respect to the certification regarding lobbying in Department Form 80-0013, no
Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing
or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress,
an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in
connection with the making or renewal of Federal grants under this program: the State
will complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,"
when required (34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix B); and the State will require the full
certification, as set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix A, in the award documents for
all subawards at all tiers.

s The State and other entities will comply with the following provisions of the Education
Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), as applicable: 34 CFR
Part 74 -- Administration of Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher
Education, Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Organizations; 34 CFR Part 76 -- State-
Administered Programs, including the construction requirements in section 75.600
through 75.617 that are incorporated by reference in section 76.600; 34 CFR Part 77 -
Definitions that Apply to Department Regulations; 34 CFR Part 80 -- Uniform
Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local
Governments, including the procurement provisions; 34 CFR Part 81 -- General
Education Provisions Act—Enforcement; 34 CFR Part 82 -- New Restrictions on
Lobbying; and with the debarment and suspension regulations found at 2 CFR Part 3485.

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name):

Governor Dannel P. Malloy

Signature: Date:

ofulzo3
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Connecticut

Dannel P. Malloy
GOVERNOR
STATE OQF CONNECTICUT

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary
United State Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary

United State Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Re: Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge Grant
Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius:

Over three years as Governor, | have made improving the educational and health outcomes
of young children with high needs a top priority. Together with the Connecticut General
Assembly, Connecticut added 1000 more spaces to our state pre-kindergarten program
School Readiness, and after a planning period, we established the Office of Early Childhood
(OEC) to administer a comprehensive, coordinated system of early childhood services and
supports for children from birth to age five. Connecticut is making progress; however,
there remains much work to do.

Connecticut’s reality remains that one in four children enters Kindergarten without the
skills, knowledge, and behaviors, needed to succeed - reducing their chances of reaching
their educational potential and contributing to the worst achievement gap of any state in
the country. With Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC)
grant application, we ambitiously seek to achieve a 50% increase in the percentage of
children with high needs who are enrolled in high quality early learning and development
programs prior to Kindergarten and who, therefore, will enter Kindergarten ready to
succeed.

Connecticut has invested billions of dollars in early childhood programs over the years, but
educational outcomes for our most vulnerable young children have not significantly
improved. We have created excellent programs that reach some children during some of
their early years, but we continue to work towards an integrated, comprehensive system
that reaches every high-need child in every setting.

OFFICE OF THE GOVERMNOR « STATE CAPUTOL
‘31() CAPITOL AVENUE, HARTFORD, CONNECTICLIT 06106
EL (860)566-4840 = FAX {BG0I524-7396 * www.gGvarnorol.gor
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Connecticut

That is why, in June of this year, upon the Connecticut General Assembly providing funding,
| created by Executive Order, the Office of Early Childhood (OEC) as a cabinet-level agency
reporting directly to me. Within a few short weeks of signing the Executive Order, the OEC
began the integration of state programs that center on young children. Three programs
have been transferred from other state agencies, and we anticipate two additional
programs will move to the OEC as well. Through this new governance structure, we will
transform the early childhood education paradigm to improve academic outcomes for
children and their caregivers. While Connecticut undertakes our proposed Race to the Top
projects to further develop our comprehensive system of early childhood care and
education, we have already taken steps to ensure that our Head Start programs continue to
be available to children with high needs even during periods of federal government shut
down.

Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) proposal will enable
Connecticut to accelerate ongoing efforts to strengthen our state system, including the
implementation of the ConneCT to Quality (C2Q), our tiered quality rating and
improvement system, and, the complementary technical assistance network and
professional development system that will further enhance the capacity of Connecticut's
dedicated early childhood workforce. Our proposal builds upon years of investment and
planning, but at the same time represents a dramatic shift in the way our state coordinates
its federal, state, and local resources to produce brighter futures for our children. Only
through improved service coordination, integration of early care learning and development
standards, and quality improvements included in our RTT-ELC proposal will Connecticut
be able to achieve our goal of accelerating the increase in the number of high needs
children who will be enrolled in high quality care and learning settings.

There is no doubt that a talented workforce is critical to our future. Developing a talent
pipeline requires investment across the educational continuum, but most importantly,
demands a commitment to invest in the education, health and well-being of our youngest
children. Connecticut has made that commitment. That is why I am proud to present to
you Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge application. Our RTT-ELC
proposal aligns with my agenda to improve health, development and educational outcomes
for young children, to reduce the achievement gap, and to build a world-class workforce.
At its core our RTT-ELC proposal reflects Connecticut’s belief in our fundamental
responsibility to provide an opportunity for all children to succeed.

Sincerely,

Dannel P. Malloy
Governor, State of Connecticut
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Connecticut

MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU?) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood_ (“Lead Agency™) and _Board of Regents for Higher Education_ (“Participating State .
Agency”). The purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as
articulate specific roles and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit L, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
{(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(¢) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75,77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

IL. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2} Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);
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4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“"HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED. or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS:

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws,

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activitics described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1} Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit [ of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) ldentify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure,

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.,

11l. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in-consultation with ED.
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IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

/0 /)13

V4 7 Date
Dr, Myra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

olg]t b,
Date '
. U
Dr. Gregory W. Gray President

Print Name Title

Appendix 2: Participating State Agency MOUs  Page 7



Connecticut

EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

Selection
_— Participating Part Type of Participation
Criterion pating ¥ i patio
Example Row— e State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sitting

shows an example

of criterion (B)(1) | e Head Start Collab Office

Jor the State
agency that
oversees state-

Sfunded preschool,
IDEA, and Heead
Start Collab (ffice

e [DEA preschool special ed

on the state commitice to define statewide QRIS
program standards

@

Head Start Collab Office

Responsible for cross-walking Head Start
performance standards with the new Program
Standards

B)(1)

(B)(2)

(B)3)

B)4)

B)S)

(Cx1) Board of Regents -Adopt Early Learning and Development
Standards as part of curriculum.

(€)2)

(€3

©)4)

{D3(1) Board of Regents -Agree to release faculty time fo participate in
the new Early Childhood Professional
Development Consortium
-Responsible for strengthening articulation
agreements between 2 and 4 year institutions
around Early Childhood credits
-Responsible for creating articulation
agreements to accept competency based
professional development as credit when
delivered by an approved PD provider

(D)1)

(D)(2)

(E)(1)

(E)2)

Signature (Au

(b)(6)

ive o T Cy)

Date

fG 154173

Signature (Authorjzed ;f{jpifes Hitive Q[XP@! fcipating State Agency) Date
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Connecticut

PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood _ (“Lead Agency”) and Charier Oak State College (“Participating State Agency”). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specitic roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I. ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I
(2) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race 1o the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in 2 manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3483,

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency 1s using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED"), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services ("HHS"};

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the-State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3} Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4} Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable;
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts frony the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY'S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency s not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

IIl. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by cach of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the fast signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:
(b)(6)
L0 11 [3
STEITIIE & 7 Date
Myra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authttized Rerdiesentative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(6) i /?//0//3

Signamre Date
Ed Klonoski President
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

%ejiz‘?gj; Participating Party Type of Participation

(B)(1)

(B)(2)

(B)(3)

B)4)

(B)(3)

()

(O2)

(€3

(C)4)

(L) Charter Oak State College Will collaborate with the OEC to manage the
Connecticut Credit Assessment Program to
assess specific competency-based non-credit
professional development to determine a credit
worth for acceptance at colleges within an
articulation cohort.

(D)(2)

(E)1)

(E)2)

(b)(6)

— N A0///3

Signaturé/ {Authorized ;ﬁgpresenmt% of Lead Ageney) Date

(b)(6)

/o/ /c;//:;‘

Signature (Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency) Ddte
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Connecticut

MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency”) and Connecticut Commission on Children _ (“Participating State Agency™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

1. ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials,

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Ageney’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (FExhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIIT of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency isusing for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

IL PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2} Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED"), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services ("HHS™;

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws,

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure cuthined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) ldentify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.,

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V.SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lezﬁ_igency:
(b)(6)
' /27/ 13

Si gnz@ﬁm / // Date

Myra Jones-Tavior Executive Director
Print Name Title

A(g;(h«;rized Representative articipating State Agency:

6

_ z‘of/ j?/ /2
Sigaatup ate
Elaine Zimmerman Executive Director
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

%i{é‘:f:; Participating Party Type of Participation

Example Row— s State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sitting

shows ant example | o [DEA preschool special ed on the state comniitiee to define statewide QRIS

of criterion (B 1) | o Head Start Collab Office program standareds

Jfor the State o Head Start Collab Office Responsible for cross-walking Head Start

agency that performance standards with the new Program

oversees stale- Standards

Junded preschool,

IDEA, and Fead

Start Collab Office

(B)(1)

(B)(2)

(B33 Parent Leadership Training -Will collaborate with OEC to integrate

Institute (PLTH ConneCT to Quality (C2Q)rating system and

refaled information into the PLT lenrriculum
-Will participate in information dissemination
to families about C2QQ systeny and specific
ratings so that families know how to select
quality programs

(B)(4) Parent Leadership Training - Will collaborate with OEC regarding

Institate (PLTD dissemination of information about C2Q)

system including participation of staff in
training and engagement of families

(B)(S)

()

(C)2)

(©)3)

(©)4)

(D)(1)

(D)2)

(E)D

(E)2)

(b)(8)

104113
Signgire ( /&ut/zr)riﬁcfd Represf'//e/mi ve of Lead Agency) Date
(b)(8)
/o / c} / /3
Sigpature JAuthorized Representative of Participating State Ageney) Date
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency”) and Department of Children and Families (“Participating State Agency™). The purpose
of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as to articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I. ASSURANCES

The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:

1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded;

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for « Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is generally familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application
through a summary provided by the Lead Agency and is supportive of and committed to working on all
applicable portions of the State Plan,

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in & manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VI of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan);

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant that have
been provided through a summary, this agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and
regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge
program, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77,79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and
99), and the suspension and debarment regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485; and

7) Will negotiate in good faith with the Lead Agency regarding details not spelled out in this MOU,
including but not limited to, the production of data, confidentiality requirements, distribution of grant
funds and modification to existing Participating Agency contracts, if applicable.

11 PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
[n assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Leaming Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan and summarized as identical to the
current governance structure for early childhood education and set forth in the Governor's Executive
Order #357
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3} Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (*ED”), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™); and

4) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1y Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement,
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4y Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5} Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure,

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D, STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which will consist of initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency., or
initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1L, MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV, DURATION
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This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the

expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

(b)(6)

ency:

/L3

Signagire

_Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor

J

Date

Executive Director

Print Name

Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(6) )
’c fie ) |5
Signa’t@‘e Date
Joette Katz Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities deseribed in detail below.

?;:;2?::; Participating Pavty Type of Participation

Example Row— e State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sifting
shows an example | o [DEA preschool special ed on the state conmmiitee to define statewide QRIS
of eriterion (B)(1) | e Head Stert Collab Office program standards

Jor the State e Head Start Collab Office Responsible for cross-walking Head Start

agency that
oversees stale-
Junded preschool,
IDEA, and Head
Start Collab Office

performance standards with the new Program
Standards

(B)4)

DCF Regional Offices

Support OEC efforts to provide information to
DCF social workers regarding the new
ComeCT to Quality rating system and how
they can assist families to make informed
decisions about selection of quality care for
their children.

(b)(6)

L0013

Slenatud 1912 et fy ead Agency
= [b)(e) gency)

Date

0 w/;{;?

Si gnaturﬁmriz&i Represenmziv} of Participating State Agency) Date

L
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency”) and Department of Developmental Services (“Participating State Agency”™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of callaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit [, if the State application is funded:;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit It
{a} A setof statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b A set of statewide Program Standards;
() A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State o be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and commitied to working on all applicable pertions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VI of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2. CFR Part 34835.

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan {including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™),

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HITS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit [, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:
(b)(6)

0/ /3
Signgft/ure / 7 Date

Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(6) D
] o5 2ol
Sighorere Date
D Terrence W, Macy Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

2?;2:::1 Participating Party Type of Participation
Example Row— o State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sitting
shows an example | o [DEA preschool special ed on the state committee to define statewide QRIS
of criterion (Bi(1) | o [ead Start Collab Office program standards
Jor the State o Head Siart Collab Office Responsible for cross-walking Head Start
agency that performance standards with the new Program
oversees slate- Siandards
Junded preschool,
IDEA, and Head
Start Collab Office
B)(1)
B)(2)
(B)3)
{(B)y(#) Birth to Three Program -Responsible for insuring that case managers
participate in training related to ConneCT to
Quality (C2Q) rating system
-Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in training related to best practice
strategies in reaching families and informing
them on the importance of quality childcare
(B)(3)
(O
(©)(2)
(©)3)
(O
(D)(1)
(D)(2)
(E)L)
(E)2)
(b)(6)

/04113

Signatyre (Authorized Representanie of Ledad Agency)

[0

Date

o F SR

Signature (Authorized Representalive of Participating State Agency) Date
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency™) and Department of Public Health (“Participating State Agency”). The purpose of this
agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in ifs implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit I, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A sct of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards:
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in ovder for the State to be
eligible for a Race 1o the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU,;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the T op-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so ina timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit T), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State Jaws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Larly Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2} Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Parficipating State Agency’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plany;

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services ("HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
[n assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency's Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and-governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scaope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

I1I. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

1V. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

&?thorized Representative of Lead Agency:
(6)

0/ /=

Signat&gfé 7 Date
Dr. Myra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(6) _
— yol /13
Signature & Date
Dr. Jewel Miillen Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

Selection PR - N
Criterion Participating Party Type of Participation
(BY(1) Childeare Licensing -Childcare Licensing is a Bureau in the Depart.

of Public Health (DPH) that will be transferred
to OEC effective July 1, 2014. The terms and
conditions of the agreement between OEC and
DPH related to the transition of the Bureau are
defined in the executed MOU between both
agencies discussed in Section A-3

(BY(2) Childeare Licensing Childcare Licensing is a Bureau in the Depart.
of Public Health (DPH) that will be transferred
to OEC effective July 1, 2014. The terms and
conditions of the agreement between OEC and
DPH related to the transition of the Bureau are
defined in the executed MOU between both
apencies discussed in Section A-3

(B}{3 Childeare Licensing - Childcare Licensing is a Bureau in the Depart.
of Public Health (DPH) that will be transferred
to OEC effective July 1, 2014, The terms and
conditions of the agreement between OEC and
DPH related to the transition of the Bureau are
defined in the executed MOU between both
agencies discussed in Section A-3

(B)(4) Childcare Licensing - Childcare Licensing is a Bureau in the Depart.
of Public Health (DPH) that will be transferred
to OEC effective July 1, 2014, The terms and
conditions of the agreement between OEC and
DPH related to the transition of the Bureau are
defined in the executed MOU between both
agencies discussed in Section A-3

(B)5)

©)a)

(©)(2)

OE)

(O

M)

(D)(2)

ED)

(E)2)
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SO 1/ /5

NE—
Signature (Aubhorized %ffesemjatifé of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

Dateg

f!a/;f: /%

Signature {4 u{hoﬁdd Representative of Participating State Agency) Date
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (*“MOU?) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency™) and Department of Social Services (“Participating State Agency™). The purpose of this
agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees 1o be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
{(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State 1o be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) s familiarwith the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
suppartive of and commitied to working-on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5y Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will deseribe the Participating State
Agency’s specitic goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VI of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency {8 using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan: and

6) Will comply with all of the terins of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A, PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2} Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agencey is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);
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4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State. by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™)

5) Postto any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities deseribed in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identitied in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit [, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VI of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

Iy The Lead Agency and the Participating State Ageney will each appoint a key contaet person for the
Race to the Top-Farly Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure,

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work togetherto determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

[t the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget. or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

ITL. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.
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1V, DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Barly Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

Signature Date
_Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor Executive Director
Print Nanie Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(s) - . (e}
Depuwty D aasiyad. 10/9113
Signature ' Date
K‘;;rick L. Bremby Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

E‘i}zg;:l Participating Party Type of Participation

Example Row— o State-funded preschool Representatives fiom each program are sitting

shows anexample | o IDEA preschool special ed on the state committee to define statewide QRIS

of criterion (B)(1) | » Head Start Collab Office program standards

Jor the State & Head Siart Collab Qffice Responsible for cross-walking Head Start

agency - that performance standards with the new Program

oversees state- Siandards

Junded preschool,

LDEA, and Head

Start Collab Office

B)(1)

BX}2) DSS/Programs and Services - CCDF allocations and related program
supports will be transterred 1o the OEC as of
July 1, 2014. Please refer to the executed MOA
between Department of Social Services and the
Office of Early Childhood and discussed in
Section A-3

(B)(3)

{Biy(4) DSS Regional offices -Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in training related to ConneCT o
Quality (C2Q) rating system
-Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in training related to best practice
strategies in reaching families and informing
them on the importance of quality childcare

(B)S)

(O1)

(€)(2)

©)3)

(810

(D))

(D)(2)

(8)1)

(E)(2)

(b)(6)

04/

Signatyt (Auzhon’,%[ Represepftive of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

[ EMAMAIA I
¢

Date

;Of‘ff!’é‘

Signature (Authorized Representative of Parﬁ&pating State Agency) Date

v?rffg?z RLB (Cmovicaad dpinas

v
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IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Legd Agency:

vk - Date
Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Particinating State Agency:
(b)(6) .
10 / g !,f 13
T Date
Kathleen M. Brennan Deputy Comnussioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT 1 - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as deseribed in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

Selection
Criterion

Participating Party

Type of Participation

Example Row—
shows an example
of eriterion (Bi(1)
for the State
dagency that
gversees state-
Junded preschool,
IDEA, and Head
Start Collab Office

State-funded preschool

Head Start Collab Office

Representatives from each program are sitling
on the state commitice to define statewide ORIS
program standards

&
o [DEA preschool special ed
L ]
@

Head Start Collab Office

Responsible for cross-walking Head Start
performance standards with the new Program
Standards

(B)(1)

(B)(2) DSS/Programs and Services - CCDIF allocations and related program
supports will be transferred to the OEC as of
July 1, 2014. Please refer to the executed MOA
between Departmaent of Social Services and the
Office of Early Childhood and discussed in
Section A-3

(B)3)

(Bi(&) DSS Regional offices -Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in training related to ConneCT to
Quality (C2Q)) rating system
-Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in {raining related to best practice
strategies in reaching families and informing
them on the importance of quality childeare

(B)(S)

O

©)Q2)

(©3)

(C)4)

(D))

(D)(2)

(E)(1)

(E)2)

(b)(6)

e

TSlgnatu,;fé (Zf!uthw%%l Represenddtive of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

Date

- o
qum Commustirnat o q/13

Signature {la’uthorizef? Representative Qf'Pam‘i'«:-ipa.iing Stare Agency) Date !
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“*MOU”) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood _ (“Lead Agency™) and _the Early Childhood Cabinet (“Participating State Agency™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hercby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit I, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit [:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
{b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

I1. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) ‘Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
produects and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities deseribed in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency -
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY S FAILURE
TO PERFORM '

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

I, MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead/Agencey:

(b)(s)
_ VoI,
gignat}ﬁ’é / V Date
YA o LA Exetrr e UWRECTOR. 080
Print Name Title '
(«64)-1(16:3m:r,nfl Banvacantative af PDavrtisinating Stafe Agency:
N 10709/2013
Sterare Date
Leah Grenier Chairperson, Early Childhood Cabinet
Print Name Title
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood _ (“Lead Agency™) and Eastern Connecticut State University  (“Participating State
Agency™). The purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as
articulate specific roles and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant project.

I ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1} Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit I, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99}, and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS:

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit T of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit 1, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency persornel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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mitiating such enforcement measures-as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

111, MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV, DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V.SIGNATURES
oG gency:
S-S SS
Signagire / & Date
Myra Jones-Tavior Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(8) .
= //cff// =
Signature Q p«r{c

Dr, Elsa Nutiez President
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activitics described in detail below.

g‘;};i?g; Participating Party Type of Participation

(B)(1)

(B)2)

B)3)

B)4)

(B)(3)

©a)

©)2)

(©)3)

©)@

(D)

(DY) Eastern Cormecticut State Conduct needs assessment to identify early

University childhood training resources currently

available; determine materials that would be
most useful to center and home-based
providers; and to develop video-enhance
technical assistance modules based up the
results of this needs assessment

(E)1)

(E)2)

(b)(6)

/0-1/- /3

Signafdre (Auikoriz%f?epresemgﬂve of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

Date

Signatyr'e (Authorized Represéfitative of
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood (“Lead Agency”) and Head Start Collaboration Office (“Participating State Agency”). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded,;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(¢) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the Staie to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) 1s familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan’) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to.the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

[I. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section V1IT of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprictary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activitics described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Leamning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) ldentify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will cach appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the Statc
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

1IV. DURATION
This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the

expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES
BIO) rgp reney:
S0/ 15
Sign atgfa}f'e ﬂ 2 Date
Myra Jones-Tavior, Executive Director
Print Name Title

inating State Agency:

(b)(6)
ne (3 .y
; 5
Signat{ﬁ;z Date
Grace-Ann Caruso Whitnev, Director
Print Name Title

Appendix 2: Participating State Agency MOUs Page 45



Connecticut

EXHIBIT [ - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described inthe State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

Selection
Criterion

Participating Party

Type of Participation

Example Row—
shows an example
of criterion (Bi(l)
Jfor the State
agency that
aversees Sldale~
Sunded preschool,
IDEA, and Hecd
Start Collab Office

o State-funded preschool
e [DEA preschool special ed
e Head Start Collab Office

Represeniatives from each program are sitting
on the state commitiee o define statewide QRIS
program standards

Head Start Collab Office

Responsible for cross-walking Head Start
performance standards with the new Program
Standards

B)1D

B)(2)

(B)3)

(B)(4)

(B)ES)

(O

(©O2)

©O)3)

©))

1))

1))

E)(1)

(1))

(b)(6)

L0 L L3

Sign at\g;e/ (Authorized ypresenmtivﬁ f Lead Agency) Date

(b)(6)

[0 =93

Signatur¢ (duthorized Representative of Participating State Agency) Daie

|

~
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early
Childhood_ (“Lead Agency™) and _ Office of Higher Education _ (“Participating State Agency™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Farly

Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded:
2) Agrees to use, lo the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit L:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards:
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(¢) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) s familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan:

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plai™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

IL. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4y Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services ("HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS:

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2} Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Waork, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5} Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Ageney, under applicable State or
Federal law.

I1I. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if'a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

__Authorized Renresentative of | gad Agency:
(b)(6)
/01713
Signatlire / 7 Date
Dr. Myra Jones-Tavilor Executive Director

Print Name Title

(b)(6) ' A
— e
Signature |/ Date
Jane Ciarleglio Executive Director
Print Nanie Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

i’i‘;;?:::} Participating Party Type of Participation

Example Row—— e State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sitting

shows an example | o JDFA preschool special ed on the state committee to define statewide QRIS

of criterion (B)(1) | o Head Start Collab Office program stundards

Jor the State e Head Start Collab Office Responsible for eross-walking Head Start

agency that performance standards with the new Program

oversees state- Stamdards

Junded preschool,

IDEA, and Head

Start Collab Office

(B)(1)

(B)(2)

B)3)

(B)4)

(B)(5)

1 Office of Higher Education -Agree to adopt standards as part of Early
Childhood curriculum.

(€2

(©)3)

(€)4)

(DY) Office of Higher Education -Agree to release faculty time to participate in
the new Farly Childhood Professional
Development Consortium
-Responsible for strengthening articulation
agreements between 2 and 4 year institutions
around Early Childhood credits
-Responsible for ereating articulation
agreements fo accept competency based
professional development as credit when
delivered by an approved PD provider

(D)(2)

(E)(1)

(E)2)

(b)(6)

L A3

ig Agency) Date
(b)(6)
T il | 2
Signatupe£dsthomizid D ok st irtise LParticipating State Agency) Date

(b)(6)
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IV. APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge

(CFDA No. 84.412)

Legal Name of Applicant Applicant’s Mailing Address:

(Office of the Governor): ]
Executive Chambers

Governor Dannel P. Malloy State Capital

Hartford, CT 06106
Employer Identification Number: Organizational DUNS:
06-6000798 X
Lead Agency: Connecticut Office of Early Lead Agency Contact Phone:
Childhood

860-713-6411
Contact Name: o
Lead Agency Contact Email Address:

Myra Jones-Taylor, Executive Director ‘
Myra.Jones-tavlor@ct.gov

Required Applicant Signatures (Must include signatures from an authorized representative of each
Participating State Agency. Insert additional signature blocks as needed below. To simplify the process,
signatories may sign on separate Application Assurance forms.):

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and correct.

I further certify that I have read the application, am fully committed to it, and will support its implementation:

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name): Telephone:

Governor Dannel P. Malloy 860-566-4840

Signature of Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor: Date:

Lead Agélléy Authorized Representative (Printed Name): : Agency Name:

Myra Jones-Taylor, Executive Director Office of Early Childhood
Signature of Lead Agency Authorized Representatii)é: Date:
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Participating State Agency Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

Stefan Pryor, Commissioner

Connecticut

- Agency Name:

Connecticut State Department
- of Edueation

A Signawre of Participating State Agency Authorized Representative:

Dr. Jewel Mullen, Commissioner

» A‘gency‘ Name:

. Date:

Connecticut Department of

: Public Health

Signature of Partici patiﬁg State Agency Authorized Representative:

Date:

Participéting State Agency Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

Terrence W. Macy, Commissioner

~ Agency Name:

Connecticut Department of
Developmental Services

Signature of Pzirticipating State Agency Authorized Representative:

Date:

Participating State Agency Authorized Repfééééia/ti’xfé (Printed Name):

Roderick L. Bremby, Commissioner

Agency Name:

Connecticut Department of

Social Services

Signature of Participating State Agency Authorized Representative:

?érticipating State Agency Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

Joette Katz, Commissioner

Agency Name:

Connecticut Department of
Children and Families

Signature of Participating State Agency Authorized Representative:

Date:
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency™) and State Department of Education (“Participating State Agency™). The purpose of this
agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded:
2) Agrees 1o use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
{c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4} Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

2) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded: and will deseribe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97,98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

IL PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency wilk:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (*HHS™);

5) Postto any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State A gency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learmning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section V1II of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY'S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

IIL. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consuliation with BD.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

i Agency:
(b)(6) gency
e
Signatygé / 4 Date
Dr. Mvra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:
(b)(6)
jef#/1
Signaturg e Date
Stefan Pryor Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

i‘?;z?g; Participating Party Type of Participation

(By(1) Work collaboratively with the OEC to develop
a plan and process for a multi-year phase-in of
licensing requirements for public pre-K
programs. Explore alternative licensing
requirements for public school pre-K programs

BY2) Offer financial incentives to public schools for
facility improvements to meet licensing
requirements as they are developed.

(B)(3)

{B)(4) Bureau of Special Education Continue to provide preschool IDEA funding
to support the achievement of NAEYC
accreditation in programs serving children ages
3 to 5 with disabilities

(B)(3)

(Y1) Academic Office Promote the understanding and implementation
of new B-5 early learning and development
standards in public Pre-K programs and K
classrooms; Engage community of early
childhood program providers in PD related to
development of early literacy skills

(O)2)

(©)3)

(C)4)

01)18)] Talent Office Participate in the Early Childhood Professional
Development Consortia

D)(2)

(EX(1) Bureau of Information Include KEA data in SLDS; Maintain portal to

Technology share results of KEA

Bureau of Data Collection, Maintain administration of KEA data collection

Research and Evaluation

Academic Office Collaborate with OEC to provide PD for
Kindergarten Entry Coordinators (KECs) on
KEA administration; Provide periodic
recalibration and training for KECs

(E)2)
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Selection AR Sl
Criterion Participating Party Type of Participation
Py Turn Around Office: Bureau of Participate in OEC/SDE partnership for Prek -

Accountability and Improvement

grade 3 Institute for Alliance Districts

Offer elementary principals participation in P-3
Executive Leadership Program in collaboration
with UCONN

(b)(6)

-

073

ngnatéﬁ‘e (Az?fhar‘i//eé' Represen{éﬁve of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

Date

o s

Signature (4 #rized Reprgsemative of Participating State Agency) Date
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XII. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

RACE TO THE TOP-EARLY LEARNING CHALLENGE
PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MODEL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

(Appendix C of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge
Notice Inviting Applications)

Background for Memorandum of Understanding

Each Participating State Agency identified in a State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning
Challenge (RTT-ELC) State Plan is required to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) or other binding agreement with the State’s Lead Agency that specifies the scope of the
work that will be implemented by the Participating State Agency. The purpose of the MOU or
other binding agreement is to define a relationship between the Lead Agency and the
Participating State Agency that is specific to the RTT-ELC competition; the MOU or other
binding agreement is not meant to detail all typical aspects of grant coordination or
administration.

To support States in working efficiently with their Participating State Agencies to affirm
each Participating State Agency’s participation in the State Plan, ED and HHS have produced a
model MOU, which is attached. This model MOU may serve as a template for States; however,
States are not required to use it. States may use a document other than the model MOU, as long
as it includes the key features noted below and in the model MOU. States should consult with
their State attorneys on what is most appropriate. States may allow multiple Participating State
Agencies to sign a single MOU or other binding agreement, with customized exhibits for each
Participating State Agency, if the State so chooses.

At a minimum, an RTT-ELC MOU or other binding agreement should include the
following key features, cach of which is described in detail below and exemplified in the
attached model MOU: (1) terms and conditions; (ii) a scope of work; and, (iii) authorized
signatures.

(1) Terms and conditions: Each Participating State Agency must sign a standard set of
terms and conditions that includes, at a minimum, key roles and responsibilities of the Lead
Agency and the Participating State Agency; State recourse for non-performance by the
Participating State Agency; and assurances that make clear what the Participating State Agency
is agreeing to do.

(i) Scope of work: RTT-ELC MOUs or other binding agreements must include a
preliminary scope of work (included in the model RTT-ELC MOU as Exhibit I) that is
completed by each Participating State Agency. The scope of work must be signed and dated by
an authorized Participating State Agency official and an authorized Lead Agency official. In the
interest of time and in consideration of the effort it will take for the Lead Agency and
Participating State Agencies to develop detailed work plans for RTT-ELC, the scope of work
submitted by Participating State Agencies and Lead Agencies as part of a State’s application
may be preliminary. Preliminary scopes of work must, at a minimum, identify all applicable
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portions of the State Plan that the Participating State Agency is agreeing to implement and
include the required assurances. (Note that in order for a State to be eligible for the RTT-ELC
competition, the Lead Agency must have executed with each Participating State Agency an
MOU or other binding agreement, which the State must attach to its application and which must
describe the Participating State Agency’s level of participation in the grant and must include the
required assurances.)

If a State is awarded an RTT-ELC grant, Participating State Agencies will have up to 90
days to complete final scopes of work, which must contain detailed work plans that are
consistent with each Participating State Agency’s preliminary scope of work and with the State’s
grant application, and must include the Participating State Agencies® specific goals, activities,
timelines, budgets, and key personnel.

(ii1) Authorized Signatures: The signatures on the MOU or other binding agreement
demonstrate an acknowledgement of the relationship between the Participating State Agency and
the Lead Agency. With respect to the relationship between the Participating State Agency and
the Lead Agency, the Lead Agency’s counter-signature on the MOU or other binding agreement
indicates that the Participating State Agency’s commitment is consistent with the requirement
that a Participating State Agency implement all applicable portions of the State Plan.
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early
Childhood _ (*Lead Agency”) and __University of Connecticut_ (“Participating State Agency™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I. ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit I, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials,

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order Jor the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU:

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s speeific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit [ of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIIT of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achicve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Beresponsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1} Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Farly Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURFE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1I1I. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties invelved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hercon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. BIGNATURES
Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:
(b)(6)
. VA,
Signgture / Date
Dr. Myra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Anthaeiead Davsanonntads ol i3 licipating Statc Agency:

(b)(6)
o/t /13

Eﬂ/g}\aﬁ f ﬂ ‘Date
Sally M Reis Vice Provost for Academic Affairs

Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

?;l’i‘;?:::; Participating Party Type of Participation

Example Row— & Siate-funded preschool Represeniatives from each program are sitting

shows an example | o IDEA preschool special ed on the state committee 1o define stetewide QRIS

of criterion (B)(1) | o Head Stari Collab Office pragram standards

Jor the State o Head Start Collab Office Responsible for cross-walking Head Start

agency that performance standards with the new Program

oversees slale- Standards

Junded preschool,

IDEA, and Head

Start Collab Office

(B)(1)

B)2)

(B)(3)

(B)()

(B)(5)

(O The A.J. Pappanikou Center for -Develop written guidance and training
Excellence in Developmental modules regarding implementation of the Early
Disabilities Learning and Development Standards and

aligned assessment tools with children with

(UCONN Health Center) disabilities and dual language learners

(C)}2)

(©)3)

(C)4)

M)

D)(2)

(E)(1)

(£)2)

(b)(6)

_ L0/ /5
Signatufé (4 w}?orized/ﬁgzﬁesematiz of Lead Agency) Diate
(b)(6)

/18 [
ature Authorizefl Representative of Participating State Agency) Date
(b)(6)
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APPENDIX 3 LETTERS OF SUPPORT

The Governor’s Office 1

General Assembly

Education Committee 3
Public Health Committee 5
Human Services Committee 7
Committee on Children 9
Higher Education and Employment Advancement Committee 11

State Institutions of Higher Education (who are also PSAs)

University of Connecticut 13
University of Connecticut Health Center 15
Eastern Connecticut State University 17
Philanthropy
The Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative 20
William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund 22
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 24
United Way of Connecticut 2-1-1 25
Middlesex United Way, Inc. 27

Adyvisory Councils

Connecticut Early Childhood Education Cabinet 29
Connecticut State Advisory Council on Special Education 30
State Interagency Coordinating Council 32
Connecticut’s Comprehensive System of Personnel Development 34
Council (CSPD)
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Organizations Representing Educators, Providers & Administrators

Head Start Association 35
All our Kin, Inc. 36
Division of Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional Children (DEC) 37
Connecticut Education Association (CEA) 39
Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) 41
Connecticut Family Day Care Association’s Network Inc.(CFDCAN) 42
Connecticut Association for the Education of Young Children (CAEYC) 44
Connecticut Council of Administrators of Special Education (ConnCASE) 45
Hartford Area Child Care Collaborative 47
Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance 49
Service Employees International Union 51
Associated Federation of Teachers 52

Health and Behavioral Health Organizations

Connecticut Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 53
Advanced Behavioral Health, Inc. 54
Child Health and Development Institute of Connecticut (CHDI) 57

Parent Organizations

CT Parent Power 59
Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC) 61
CT Parent Information and Resource Center 63

Other Organizations

Connecticut Business and Industry Association (CBIA) 65
Connecticut Workforce Development Council 67
Office of the Child Advocate 68
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RESC Alliance Regional Educational Service Centers 71
Connecticut Health and Education Facilities Authority (CHEFA) 73
Reach Out & Read Connecticut 75
The Connecticut Family Resource Center Alliance 77

The Connecticut Department of Labor, Office of Workforce Competitiveness (OWC) | 80

Connecticut State Education Resource Center (SERC) 81
Connecticut Science Center 83
Connecticut Association for Adult and Continuing Education (CAACE) 84
Connecticut Association for Human Services (CAHS) 86

Partners from Other States

Maryland State Department of Education 88
University of Washington 89
New Mexico Department of Health 91
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Dannel P Malloy
COVERNOR
STATE OF CONNECTICUT

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary
United State Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary

United State Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Re: Race to the Top ~ Early Learning Challenge Grant
Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius:

Over three years as Governor, | have made improving the educational and health outcomes
of young children with high needs a top priority. Together with the Connecticut General
Assembly, Connecticut added 1000 more spaces to our state pre-kindergarten program
School Readiness, and after a planning period, we established the Office of Early Childhood
{OEC) to administer a comprehensive, coordinated system of early childhood services and
supperts for children from birth to age five. Connecticutis making progress; however,
there remains much work to do.

Connecticut’s reality remains that one in four children enters Kindergarten without the
skills, knewledge, and behaviors, needed to succeed - reducing their chances of reaching
their educational potential and contributing to the worst achievement gap of any state in
the country. With Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge [RTT-ELC)
grant application, we ambitiously seek to achieve a 50% increase in the percentage of
children with high needs who are enrolled in high guality early learning and development
programs prior to Kindergarten and who, therefore, will enter Kindergarten ready to
succeed.

Connecticut has invested billions of dollars in early childhood programs over the years, but
educational outcomes for our most valnerable young children have not significantly
improved. We have created excellent programs that reach some children during some of
their early years, but we continue to work towards an integrated, comprehensive system
thatreaches every high-need child in every setting,

OFFCE OFEHE GOVERBOR STATE CAPITOL
ZHCCATTTOL AVENUTE, BARTTORD, CONNBCTHIUT 06186
TEL (B603566-4840 « PAK (80D)524-7306 = WWW.SOYETIONCLEOY

Giovernor.Mal |())'@">c( goy
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That is why, in June of this year, upon the Connecticut General Assembly providing funding,
I created by Executive Order, the Office of Farly Childhood (OEC) asa cabinet-level agency
reporting directly to me. Within a few short weeks of signing the Executive Order, the OLEC
began the integration of state programs that center on young children, Three programs
have been transferred from other state agencies, and we anticipate two additional
programs will move to the OEC as well. Through this new governance structure, we will
transform the early childhood education paradigm to improve academic outcomes for
children and their caregivers. While Connecticut undertakes our proposed Race to the Top
projects to further develop our comprehensive system of early childhood care and
education, we have already taken steps to ensure that our Head Start programs continue to
be available to children with high needs even during periods of federal government shut
down.

Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) proposal will enable
Connecticut to accelerate ongoing efforts to strengthen our state system, including the
implementation of the ConneCT to Quality (C2Q), our tiered quality rating and
improvement system, and, the complementary technical assistance network and
professional development system that will further enhance the capacity of Connecticut’s
dedicated carly childhood workforce. Our proposal builds upon years of investment and
planning, but at the same time represents a dramatic shift in the way our state coordinates
its federal, state, and lacal resources to produce brighter futures for our children. Only
through improved service coordination, integration of early care learning and development
standards, and guality improvements included in our RTT-ELC proposal will Connecticut
be able to achieve our goal of accelerating the increase in the number of high needs
children who will be enrolled in high quality care and learning settings.

There is no doubt that a talented workforce is critical to our future. Developing a talent
pipeline requires investment across the educational continuum, but most importanty,
demands a commitment to invest in the education, health and well-being of our youngest
children. Connecticut has made that commitment. That is why lam proud to present to
you Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge application. Our RTT-ELC
proposal aligns with my agenda to improve health, development and educational outcomes
for young children, to reduce the achievementgap, and to build a world-class workforce.
At its core our RTT-ELC proposal reflects Connecticut’s belief in our fundamental
responsibility to provide an opportunity for all children to succeed.

Sincerely,

Danne! P. Malloy
Governor, State of Connecticut
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State of Connecticut
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
ROOM 3100
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591
(860) 240-0420
FAX: (860) 240-0023

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education U.S. Dept of Health and Human Services
400 Maryland Ave, SW 200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20202 Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius,

We write to express the strong, bipartisan support of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Education Committee for
our state’s proposed Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application. If funded, we believe
Connecticut’s robust RTT-ELC proposal will greatly accelerate our efforts to strengthen state systems to better meet
the needs of young children and their families.

Of the 210,000 children under the age of five in Connecticut, approximately 60,000 have high needs (Le., low
income, developmental delays, and language barriers). Despite current efforts, approximately one out of four
children in our state enters Kindergarten with skills, knowledge, and behavior that are below expectations - which
puts them at an immediate disadvantage in reaching their educational potential. The Education Committee is

committed to improving early childhood outcomes in Cennecticut through participation in Connecticut’s RTT-ELC
initiative.

Through our bipartisan work on the Education Committee, we have helped build the foundation for early learning
and development that RTT-ELC will enhance — including, most recently, designing Connecticut’s first Office of
Early Childhood. This new office was developed thanks to passage of Public Act No. 11-181, 4r dct Concerning
Early Childhood Education and the Establishment of a Coordinated System of Early Care and Education and Child
Development. This law required creation of a system to consolidate existing, disparate early childhood education
and child care programs and services for children from birth to age eight - establishing a coordinated system that
strives to:

¢ Reduce the acadentic achievement gap
Increase participation in early childhood education programs
Increase parental engagement, family literacy, and parenting skills
Increase oral language development and social competence; and
Decrease special education placements.

These elements in Public Act 11-181 and the new Office of Early Childhood serve as the bedrock for the RTT-ELC
initiatives that enhance the best components of our existing state and local systems while building capacity,
increasing coordination, and bridging gaps to more fully support young children and their families through high-
quality initiatives.
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The Education Committee is pleased that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal will strengthen inter-agency cooperation
and data sharing protocols to help us better monitor how early care services meet the needs of Connecticut’s
children. The creation of a well-integrated tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System ConneCT to Quality
(C2Q), increased access to health and mental health consultants to assist family child care and family, friend and
neighbor caregivers, and enhanced technical assistance and a professional development system for the early
childhood workforce will all result in higher quality and more aceessible early childhood care and education services
for children and their families.

We are also pleased with the intention to systematize and track developmental screening for all young children.
These goals directly align with those of the General Assembly’s Joint Committee on Education - which aims to pass
a bill in our coming legislative session to put these and other key elements of the Office of Early Childhood into
state statute.

It is for these reasons that we, as leaders of the Education Committee, fully endorse Connecticut’s Race to the Top-
Early Learning Challenge application and look forward to supporting its successful implementation.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this initiative that is so critical to the future success of young
children in our state.

Sincerely,

At F -l

Andrew M. Fleischmann (D), State Representative, 18™ District, Co-Chair, Education Committee

7 i/
%ﬁﬁémx e

Andrea L. Stillman (D), State Senator, 20" District, Co-Chair, Education Committee

Toni Boucher (R), State Senator, 26™ District, Ranking Member, Education Committee

S /%Q

Tim Ackert (R), State Representative, 8% District, Ranking Member, Fducation Committee
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State of Connecticut
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 30060
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

October 11, 2013

Ame Duncan, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius:

The Connecticut General Assembly’s Public Health Committee is pleased to support
Connecticut’s proposed Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application. If
funded, this application will improve the quality of learning and development, as well as physical
and mental health outcomes for Connecticut’s children.

The Committee has cognizance of all programs and matters relating to the Department of Public
Health; the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, and the Department of
Developmental Services; The Office of Health Care Access; and all other matters relating to
health. We are deeply committed to health and safety of Connecticut’s children, and have been
integrally involved in developing some of the key health and mental health systems and
standards that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative will build upon and enhance.

We are pleased that the RTT-ELC will add health, mental health and developmental screening
with the addition of health coaches and mental health consultants to the regional quality
improvement centers to assist Family Child Care and Family, Friends and Neighbor providers. It
is also vital to systematize and track developmental screening for all young children. These steps
are crucial to ensuring that young children in Connecticut are receiving the benefits of early
intervention and health support along the way.

TELEPHONE (860) 240-0560 FAX (860) 240-8307

{:’) Printed o# recyeled papet
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Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application reflects a
highly collaborative planning process. The proposed RTT-ELC project will achieve its
ambitious goals by accelerating existing efforts to strengthen state systems and supporting
communities to work collaboratively to better meet the needs of children and families through
improved service coordination, integration of early care learning and development standards, and
quality improvements,

We, the undersigned leaders of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Public Health Commiittee,

fully endorse Connecticut’s Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge application and look
forward to supporting its successful implementation.

Honorable ny B. Gerratana (D) Susan M. Johnson

State Senator, 6" District State Representative, 49" District
Co-Chair, Public Health Committee Co-Chair, Public Health Committee
Jagon C. Welch, (R) Prasad Srinivasan (R),

Stdte Senator, 31 District State Representative, 31 District

Ranking Member, Public Health Committee Ranking Member, Public Health Committee
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State of Conmectiont
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BLDG. ROOM 2000
STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06108
240-0490

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan

United States Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave, SW

Washington DC 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

United States Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington BC 20201

Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius,

The Connecticut General Assembly’s Human Services Committee strongly supports Connecticut’s
proposed Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application. If funded, this application
will improve the quality of learning and development, better preparing Connecticut’s children for
lifelong academic and employment success.

Of the 210,000 children ages 0 to 5 in Connecticut, some 60,000 have high needs (e.g. low income,
developmental delays, and language barriers, etc.) Despite our current efforts, roughly one out of four
children enters Kindergarten with skills, knowledge, and behaviors below expectations — placing them at
a disadvantage to reach their educational potential. The Human Services Committee is committed to
helping protect these children and ensure their needs are properly met.

The Committee has cognizance of all matters relating to the Department of Social Services and the
Department of Children and Families, including institutions under their jurisdiction; the Office of Child
Day Care; The Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities, among others. in this
role, we have developed many of the policies and systems that will serve as the foundation of early
childhood care and education that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC application will advance,

£ Printed on secycled papar
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Both of the primary agencies {DSS and DCF) that relate to the efforts of our Committee will play central
roles in the successful implementation of RTT-ELC projects.

The Human Services Committee is pleased with this RTT-ELC proposal including the creation of a weil-
integrated tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System ConneCT to Quality {C2Q), increased access to
health and mental health consuitants to assist family child care and family, friend and neighbor
caregivers, and enhanced technical assistance and a professional development system for the early
childhood workforce will alt result in higher quality and more accessible early childhood care and
education services for children and their families. We are also pleased with the intention to systematize
and track developmental screening for all young children. These goals directly coincide with the
interests of the Human Services Committee.

We, the undersigned leaders of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Human Services Committee, fully
endorse Connecticut’s Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge application and took forward to
supporting its successful implementation.

LY
G I#}dssberg(m i; Catherine F. Abercrombie (D)

State Senator, 14" District, State Representative, 83" District
Co-Chair, Human Services Committee Co-Chair, Human Services Committee

Y Ao Wood—

Joe Markley (R} Terrie Wood
State Senator, 16" District (R) State Representative, 141 District
Ranking Member, Human Services Committee Ranking Member, Human Services Committee
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o d

=tate of Connecticut
LENEHRAL ARSEMELY

COMMITTEE ON CHILDEEN

October 11, 2013

Arne Duncan, Secretary
.8, Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave, 8W
Washington, DC 20202

Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary

U.S; Dept-of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius,

The Connecticut General Assembly’s Committee on Children supports Connecticut’s proposed
Race to-the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELL) application to increase the number of
children with high needs who are enrolled in high quality early learning and development
programs throughout our state.

The Commitize on Children is committed to having all Connecticut children grow up in stable
enviromments, safe, healthy, and ready to lead successful lives. We are pleased that
Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal will strengthen inter-agency cooperation and stronger data
sharing protocols to help us better monitor how early care services are meetinig the needs of
Conneeticut’s children. As the committes of the General Assembly statutorily authorized to
maintain an aonual report card that evaluates the progress of state policies and programs,
we look forward to aligning and expanding enr report card indicators as they rvelate to
improving early learning and development systems and supports for Connecticut children
and their families.

The ereation of a well-integrated tiered Quality Rating and Improvement Systent ConneCT to
Quality (C2Q), aleng with increased access to health and mental health consultants to assist
{amily child care and family, friend and neighber categivers, and enhanced technical assistance
and a professional development system for the early childhood workforce will all result in higher
guality and more aceessible earty childhood care and education services for children and their
families. Weare-also pleased with the intention to systematize and track developmental

S
g8 Privged on radycied pajer
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screening for all young children. These goals directly coincide with the interests of the
Committee on Children.

This year, we spearheaded the passage of PA 13-178 An Act Concerning the Mental, Emotional,
and Behavioral Health of Youths, This groundbreaking legislation, among many things, requires
the Office of Early Childhood to collaborate with State Department of Education and other
departments, to design and implement a public information and education campaign on
children’s mental, emotional, and behavioral health issues. We believe this work is crucial to
enable our youngsters to thrive and is a compliment to the work embodied in Connecticut’s Race
to the Top application.

The planning process for Connecticut’s RTT-ELC application has resulted in ambitious goals
that will be achieved by accelerating existing efforts to strengthen state systems through
improved service coordination, integration of early care learning and development standards, and
quality improvements to better meet the needs of children and families.

The Committee on Children is a champion of early childhood education and care, as such we, the
undersigned chairs of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Children Committee, endorse
Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge application and look forward to
supporting its successful implementation.

Diana Urban (D), State Representatlve 43rd Distriet, Co-Chair, Committee on Children
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State of Connecticut

HIGHER EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 1800
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591
PHONE: (860) 240-0280 / FAX: (860) 240-8833

SENATOR BETH BYE REPRESENTATIVE ROBERTA B. WILLIS
CO-CHAIR CO-CHAIR

October 11,2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
.S, Department of Education U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C, 20202 Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius,

The Higher Education and Employment Advancement Committee strongly supports Connecticut’s Race to the
Top — Early Leaming Challenge (RTT-ELC) application. If funded, this program will greatly strengthen our
abitity to provide high quality education opportunities for our young children.

It is increasingly clear that successful early learning programs are crucial for children’s educational
development. This is particularly true for high needs students who struggle with poverty, disabilities or
language barriers that require special attention, The varying and-often unknown quality of Connecticut’s early
education and development programs contributes to our state’s achievement gap, and hinders our efforts to
identify and provide assistance for our most vulnerable students.

Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal wilt address this issue by creating ConneCT to Quality, a rating and
improvement system that provides a statewide technical assistance network and professional development
network for early childhood workforce. The establishment of this rating system and the accompanying
dissemination of Early Learning Standards and Core Knowledge Competencies, will improve the overall
quality of Connecticut’s early education programs while increasing the number of high needs children enrolled

in them.

The Higher Education Comimittee has helped to lay the groundwork for this proposal by assisting with the
development of Connecticut’s first Office of Early Childhood, and through legislation that empowers our
higher education institutions to improve the quality and coordination of their early chitdhood curricula. The
most notable examples of this legislation are:

¢ PA[2-116, An Act Concerning Educational Reform approved funding for 1,000 new spaces in school
readiness programs. Half of these spaces must be located in educational reform districts, while the other
half are split equally between (1) other priority and former priority districts and (2) competitive districts,
which are districts not included in either of the other fwo categories but that are either among the 50 poorest
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in the state or have one or more schools with high concentrations of low-income studenis, Additionally, this
act allocated up to $80,000 of any unspent funds appropriated for new school readiness spaces to the
Connecticut Health and Educational Facilities Authority to update its 2008 study of the space and facilities
needed (o implement access to universal early childhood education for all three- and four-year-olds in the
state.

« In addition, the Connecticut General Assembly enacted Public Act 11-181, An Act Concerning Early
Childhood Education and the Establishinent of a Coordinated System of Eurly Care and Education and
Child Development, This Act sets the framework on which Connecticut’s RTT-ELC Plan was established
— 50 as (o ensure many more children enter Kindergarten ready to succeed. The Act requires building a
coordinated system that consolidates existing early childhood education and child care programs and
services for children from birth to age eight into a coordinated system that strives to: reduce the academic
achievement gap; increase participation in early childhood education programs; increase parental
engagement, family literacy and parenting skills; increase oral language development and social
competence; and decrease special education placements,

e Also, the Connecticut General Assembly recently enacied Public Act 11-54, An Act Concerning
Requirements for Early Childhaod Educators, which makes several changes to sirengthen the required
qualifications for early childhood educators,

Connecticut’s current Race to the Top application is our most robust attempt yet to overcome the barriers that
prevent our high needs students from achieving their full potential. We are confident that the application of this
plan will greatly improve the quality of programs currently serving high needs children, and will provide them
with more comprehensive assistance than ever before.

The undersigned leaders of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Higher Education and Employment
Advancement Committee, fully endorse Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge application
and look forward to its successful implementation. Thank you for your consideration of this critical initiative,
and for your support in helping to improve the quality of education for children in our state.

Sincereiy,

Beth Bye (D), State Senator, 5t District, Co-Chair, Higher Education and Employment Advancement
Committee

v ..
f\‘c [1ozcee \‘(_5 (il

Roberta B. Willis (D), State Representative, 64™ District, Co-Chair, Higher Education and Employment
Advancement Committee

/ v
Toni Boucher (R), State Senator, 26" Disttict, Ranking Member, Higher Education and Employment
Advancement Committee
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University of Connecticut

Office of the President

Susan Heebst

Presiident
desite

October 10, 2013

The Honorable Dannel P, Malloy
Governor

State of Connecticut

State Capitol, Room 202
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

| am delighted to support the Connecticut application for the Race {o the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant trom the U.S. Department of Education. This early childhood
program will provide a foundation for success for more Connecticut children. During
vour governorship, you have been a leader in the expansion of services to this age group
and vour support for this proposal is critical as it focuses on the expansion and
enhancement of quality early childhood programs for high need infants and young
children with disabilities and who are English language learners.

I have read the grant abstract and outline of the activities the CT Office of Early
Childhood (OEC) is proposing to accomplish in this grant application, and believe it to be
an exemplary proposal. If awarded, this grant will have a critical impact on both the
Connecticut early childhood service system and on the infants and yvoung children who
will benefit from increased access to quality programs. | am most impressed with the
goal to increase by 50% the number of high needs infants and young children enrolled in
high quality early learning and development programs across all types of settings (home-
based, centers and schools). While all children need high quality early learning and
development programs to reach their full potential, it is imperative that high needs
children, in particular, have access to these types of services,

This effort will have the support of the University of Connecticut, and I fully endorse the
memorandum of agreement signed by our Provost on behalf of the University of
Connecticut’s AL Pappanikou Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities
Education, Research and Service (UConn UCEDD). The UConn UCEDD has an
international reputation for its work with infants, young children and their families, and
its director and staff has worked closely with the early childhood team at the CT
Department of Education over many vears. in fact, key OEC staff are on the UConn
UCEDD advisory board. [.am delighted that this effort will extend and formalize our

An i:‘;efaf (i‘;r;u‘n':!.'s;if;r f:?!;f,'"()‘,‘e"

{ ;ufl«y Hall

352 Manshield Road Unir 2048
Stores, Connecticur B6209-204%
“Telephone: (860} 486-2357
Faesimile: (860) 486-2627
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The Honorable Dannel P. Malloy
October 10, 2013
Page 2

relationship and enable us to assist the State in our efforts in the Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant for high needs infants and young children.

The UConn UCEDD is a University Center that is administered jointly by the Provost
and the School of Medicine. As such, it is affiliated with all schools and campuses at
UConn. The center is one of 69 in a network of University Centers for Excellence in
Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service (UCEDD) authorized by the
federal Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act and funded through
the Administration on Developmental Disabilities. Its mission is to work collaboratively
in Connecticut to promote advocacy, capacity building and systems change to improve
the quality of life for a person with a disability across their life span. This mission meets
the needs of the target population of the proposed Race to the Top-Early Learning
Challenge grant, and we look forward to collaboratively working on the objectives and
activities focused on high needs infants and children and their families: those with
disabilities, at risk for disability and who are English language learners. We are delighted
to partner with other state organizations and offer our support to this critically important
initiative.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Sfean Herbst
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University of Connecticut Health Center
oV A.J. Pappanikou Center for Developmental Disabilities

October 11, 2013

Myra Jones-Taylor

Executive Director

Connecticut Office of Early Childhood
165 Capitol Ave. Room G29
Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Director Jones-Taylor,

On behalf of the University of Connecticut A.J. Pappanikou Center for Excellence in
Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service (UCONN UCEDD), I am delighted
to support the CT application for the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant to the U.S.
Department of Education. We lock forward to collaboratively working on the objectives and
activities focused on high infants and children and their families: those with disabilities, at risk
for disability and who are English language learners. We have had a long history of meeting the
needs of this population, and we have been privileged to work with your staff over many years to
do so. I am delighted that we will have an MOU to formalize this relationship and we look
forward to working with you when you get funded. We anticipate assisting you in a number of
areas you have identified as important as you build high quality systems and programs for
learners with high needs

The UCONN UCEDD is a University Center administered jointly by Provosts office, and the
School of Medicine at the University of CT. As such, it is affiliated with all schools and
campuses at UCONN. The center is one of 69 centers in a network of University Centers for
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service (UCEDD) authorized
by the federal Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act and funded through
the Administration on Developmental Disabilities. The Center’s work, as a university-based
center on disability, ensures that individuals with disability and those at risk for disability,
representing all racial, ethnic, cultural and linguistic backgrounds, are fully included and valued
in society. The mission of the center is to work collaboratively in the state to promote advocacy,
capacity building and systems change to improve the quality of life for a person with a disability
across the life span and their family. Of particular importance to this proposal is the graduate
training we offer in the area of high risk infants and young children, and the work we have done
with family engagement in their child’s learning. We are most pleased that your target
population of children includes those most vulnerable. While all children need high quality early
learning and development programs to reach their full potential, it is imperative that high needs
children, in particular, have access to these types of programs.

Appendix 3: Letters of Support Page 15



Connecticut

I am very impressed with the process you used to determine the goals you are pursuing, and the
resulting application is strong and focused on measurable outcomes for the state of CT and other
states that will learn from the implementation process used in CT. Thank you for allowing us to
participate with you in this exciting endeavor.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Mary Beth Bruder, PhD

Professor of Pediatrics and Educational Psychology
Director, University of Connecticut A.J. Pappanikou
Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities
Education, Research, and Service

263 Farmington Avenue, Mail Code 6222
Farmington, CT 06030

Phone: (860) 679-1500

Fax: (860) 679-1571

E-mail: bruder @nsol.uchc.edu
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EASTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY

83 WINDHAM STREET ¢ WILLIMANTIC, CONNECTICUT 06226 « 860-465-5000

Office of the President
October 9, 2013

Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor

Executive Director

Connecticut Office of Eatly Childhood
165 Capitol Avenue, Room G31
Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Dr. Jones-Taylor:

I am writing in support of the State of Connecticut’s application for a federal Race to the Top—Eatly Learning
Challenge RTT-ELC) grant.

I would like to commend you, Governor Dannel Malloy, and other state leaders for your commitment to the
goal of increasing the placement of high need children in quality preschool environments by 50 percent. The stakes
for these children are high, and the long-term impact that eatly childhood education can have on their futures cannot
be overstated. At the same time that the child poverty rates in New Haven and Hartford are 38 percent and more
than 50 percent respectively, research has shown that children with preschool educational experiences ate 30 percent
more likely to graduate from high school and twice as likely to attend college. The educational continuum starts at the
toddler age; anything our state can do to provide more at-risk and high need children with quality preschool education
has the potential of transforming the life of every child we reach. As former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton noted in
a recent address at the Yale Law School, “If you want to know the moral and economic health of a community, look
at the children.”

For English Language Learners, the issue of early childhood literacy—a problem that the State of
Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal addresses specifically—is another barrier we must seek to overcome. National
research shows that a child without English proficiency who enters first grade is a year behind his peers when he
walks through the schoolhouse door. In Willimantic, home of Eastern Connecticut State University, it is estimated
that mote than two-thirds of the K-12 population 1s Latino. The issue of eartly childhood literacy is one that our town,
the school system, and our University deal with on a daily basis, so I am pleased that the RTT-ELC proposal includes
strategies to address the problem.

In reviewing Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal, I find five planning elements that I believe—when
implemented in concert—will create a comprehensive and effective system for reaching the goal of increasing the
participation of high need children in quality preschool education programs.

Screening children with special needs. With finite resources at the state and local school district levels, it
will be critical to identify children with the greatest need and enroll them and their families in early childhood
education programs as quickly as possible. Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal does that.

Creating a technical assistance network for early childhood providers. Eastern Connecticut State
University graduates more early childhood educators than any other college or university in Connecticut. Our Early
Childhood Education faculty and the staff at our Child and Famuly Development Resource Center (CFDRC) wotk
closely with early childhood education providers—public and private, in-state and beyond—to provide a range of
professional assistance, including best practices delivered through state-of-the-art video and distance learning
technology. In the context of preparing our students for eatly childhood education careers, the CFDRC is a learning
laboratory where upwards of 90 children from toddler age to age 5 are provided a safe, nurturing, and educational

A University of the CSU System m An equal opportunity institution




Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor
October 9, 2013
Page 2

environment. Since 2006, we have gained an expert understanding of the issues and challenges confronting family
daycare and preschool providers. The State of Connecticut’s plan to create a technical assistance network will bring
together and leverage the expertise found at Eastern, at other Connecticut colleges and universities, and at various
state and local agencies to provide a powerful resource for the people working with high need children in early
childhood education environments.

Enhancing professional development for early childhood education providers. State and national data
continue to show deficiencies in the skill sets of childcare providers, whether in institutional settings or in home-based
family daycare operations. As the field of early childhood education has advanced, the need to develop the
professional skills of providers in the areas of socialization, language acquisition, cognitive development, the role of
play, and other important aspects of child development has been noted. A formal program of professional
development for all early childhood educators in Connecticut is fundamental to improving the quality of the care and
education provided to all preschool children.

Through training videos, wotkshops, conferences, and other means, Eastern’s Eatly Childhood Education
faculty and the CFDRC staff share their expertise with early childhood education providers throughout the state and
region. We would welcome opportunities to be part of your professional development planning.

Building on existing tools to create a statewide assessment system that ensures quality preschool
education. Just as Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal includes tools and support for childcare and preschool
programs, the system of assessment being proposed has cleatly defined, professionally validated licensing and
accreditation standards and evaluation mechanisms (i.e. site visits, self-assessment tools) to ensure that improvements
in the quality of early childhood education in Connecticut can be measured. This will allow the State to allocate
resoutces and recommend corrective actions so that continuous improvements in program quality can take place

Strengthening linkages between eatly childhood educational programs and primary grade education.
Education is a lifelong continuum, and establishing a positive path in a child’s earliest years creates 2 foundation of
success in future years. At-risk and high need children, especially English Language Learners (ELL), often lack the
tesources at home necessary to reinforce the educational gains made in the classroom. The RTT-ELC proposal’s plans
to link early childhood and primary grade education will increase parental involvement and family literacy programs.
The success of increasing the involvement of parents of high need children in their education has been well
documented (e.g. parent academies in Miami, Florida), and Eastern’s Early Literacy program in the Windham Public
School District has demonstrated the importance of teaching English to the parents of ELL students. The State of
Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal also recognizes that educational success for high need children is linked to other
social issues, and incorporates mental health, nutrition, and developmental screening and support into the plan. I am
also pleased to see that funding would be made available for scholarships and other incentives to encourage parents to
enroll theit preschoolets in early childhood programs.

Eastern Connecticut State University applauds the State of Connecticut for creating an RTT-ELC proposal
that incorporates these five strengths into its plan. But we do not intend to sit on the sidelines when this grant is
approved and the plan is implemented. As an early childhood education leader in Connecticut, we are committed to
supporting this program through a variety of resources.

For a number of years, the reseatrch arm of the Early Childhood Education Department—the Center for
Early Childhood Education (CECE)—has been leveraging the expertise of our faculty and students and the research
potential of the Child and Family Development Resource Center to provide expert testimony at legislative heatings;
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publish scholarly articles on a host of related topics; host symposia and conferences; and serve on local and statewide
advisory boards.

>

The CECE has also served as a regional resource for childcare providers, including production of an “e-clips’
video series that has won several national Telly Awards. On the national stage, Eastern has conducted the nationally
recognized TIMPANI Toy Study/Award Program (Toys that Inspire Mindful Play and Nurture Imagination) for the
past four years to highlight the role that play serves in the cognitive, social, and personal development of young
children.

Our Early Childhood Education faculty has also written internationally acclaimed textbooks on early
childhood education. For these many reasons, Eastern is considered to be a state, regional, and national resource and
we would be pleased to offer our services in support of the State’s RTT-ELC program in any way that we can.

Eastern’s experience as a local resoutce in the area of English Language Learning is another important way in
which Eastern can contribute to the Race to the Top initiative. In Willimantic, with its sizable population of English
Language Learners, early literacy and preschool development are issues that Eastern Connecticut State University’s
Eatly Childhood Education Department has long been interested in. From 2008-11, we conducted a three-year, $4
million Early Reading First project, duting which time preschool literacy instruction was delivered to more than 600
children in Willimantic, and professional development setvices provided to their teachers in Windham Public Schools.
We are working with the school system to continue the momentum begun five yeats ago. »

I also want to speak of the RTT-ELC’s plans to focus statewide support of high need preschool children
through the new Office of Early Childhood. Educators increasingly realize that the intellectual, social, and physical
development of children begins befote birth. The importance of prenatal nutrition has increasingly been noted by the
scientific community. In addition, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) data shows that while the
mental acuity and motor skills of infants at six months is statistically identical across socio-economic and ethnic
backgrounds, by age two the cognitive and physical development of economically disadvantaged children starts to lag
that of mote affluent children. This “gap” widens throughout childhood, and is evidenced by NEAP academic testing
at the fourth, eighth, and 12% grade levels.

Developing educational policies and funding initiatives primarily at the K-12 level ignores the fundamental
need to start positive educational interventions for at-risk and high need children as early in their lives as possible.
Focusing on those needs and creating the Connecticut Office of Early Childhood recognizes the importance of
providing public advocacy for young children, while building a comprehensive preschool and eatly childhood
education strategy that can be funded and supported by the General Assembly, the Governor’s Office, and
Connecticut residents.

We are excited to be able to work with a state office dedicated to our youngest learners, and enthusiastically
endorse the State of Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal. Please feel free to contact me should you have further
questions.

Q4
(b)(6)

Elsa M. Nilez -
President
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October 7, 2013

Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor

Connecticut Office of Early Childhood
165 Capitol Avenue, Rm. G31
Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Myra,

The Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative
enthusiastically supports Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top
— Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) funds

Connecticut grantmakers have been meeting to share their concerns and
knowledge and to leverage their private-sector investments in early
education and child development programs since 1994. A recent survey
found that, over the past five years, 32 funders (most of them Council for
Philanthropy member organizations) have provided more than $76 million in
support of efforts that have benefited children from birth through third grade
and their families in Connecticut.

The Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative, a joint effort of 14
Connecticut funders, was created in 2011 to provide support for
development of a comprehensive system of early childhood care and
education, and child development. The Collaborative invested $175,000
toward the planning effort that resulted in the creation of the Office of Early
Childhood. Connecticut Council for Philanthropy is a member of and serves
as fiscal agent for the Collaborative.

Since the establishment of the Office of Early Childhood, members of the
Collaborative have committed to continue their efforts and partnership with
the State to create a dynamic, coordinated early childhood system that
engages and responds to parents and communities and provides the best
outcomes for all families.

The two major efforts proposed in Connecticut’s application——Statewide
Systems Building and High Quality for High Needs—will help ensure that
more children receive high quality early care and education, more parents
receive sound information to guide their choices and more providers receive
support to enhance their skills and services.

The Collaborative believes all key areas of the application—quality, access

and system building—are necessary components of an effective system that
works for all children and families.
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We have begun the process with the creation of the Office of Early Childhood, a necessary first step.
Both the public and private sectors must continue our focus and maintain our determination to ensure
that all children and their families in Connecticut, especially children with high needs, receive the
services they need and deserve.

RTT-ELC funding will play a major role in helping us to achieve our goals. Such a vote of confidence
from the federal government will not only materially help Connecticut implement its strategies, but will

also send the positive message that we are working to eliminate the state’s “opportunity gap” before it
adds to our well-documented “achievement gap.”

We also anticipate that the influx of funding will increase interest among local funders in becoming a
member of the Early Childhood Funders Collaborative, which will mean increased private-sector

investment in a comprehensive, effective early childhood system into the future.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Sarah Fabish, co-chair, Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative
Director of Grantmaking and Scholarships, Community Foundation for Greater New Haven

(b)(6)

Maggie Osborn, member, Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative
President, Connecticut Council for Philanthropy
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Connecticut

Wittiam Casean Graustrig

October 9, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malioy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

On behalf of the Discavery Communities across the state, this letter confirms the
commitment of the Discovery network to improve early childhood outcomes in
Connecticut through participation in Connecticut’s Race to the Top ~ Early Learning
Challenge initiative and the ongeing implementation of the Office of Early Childhood
to ensure that children with high needs in Connecticut have access to high quality
early childhood programs.

Discovery began in 2001 as an initiative of the William Caspar Graustein Memorial
Fund. The communities participating in Discovery are supported by private-and
public sources at both the state and local levels. Federal administration and national
philanthropic organizations have noted and eften point to Discovery's work in early
childhood education as a prime example of effective community engagement,
planning and decisionmaking on behalf of children. The great majority of
Connecticut’s high need children and families live in the Discovery communities,

With the support of a partnership among the Memorial Fund, Connecticut
Department of Education, and The Children’s Fund of Connecticut, 40 of the
Discovéry communities have worked on and are implementing a comprehensive
results-based, birth-to-age-eight community plan. In addition, local municipalities,
school districts, United Ways and other private community funders support their
local Discovery early childhood collaboratives/councils. Projected results, focus
areas and common measures of the community plans have informed system change
efforts at both the local and state levels. Statewide advocacy organizations
partnering closely with communities persuaded state legislators to sustain funding
for local governance in the state budgetand to support the Office of Early Childhood.

The state’s RTT-ELC planning and application builds on 12 years of existing efforts
by Discovery communities and the state. The application proposes to implement a
statewide Quality Rating and Improvement System, and to focus high quality
programs on children with high needs. Connecticut is not starting from scratch. A
robust and thriving network of communities is well positioned to take their efforts
to scale to ensure that children of all races and income levels in Connecticut are

One Harelen Conler = Sufle 28 # 2319 Whilnay Averae = Hamden, CT 08518 = (2001 230-3330 Yolee = {203) 230-3331 Fay
Websile wwwwegmborg *emall SMEmali@wegintory
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Connecticut

ready for school by age five and successful learners by age nine. For the last decade
communities have been working to improve access to quality early childhood

education programs.

Discovery communities are excited about this opportunity to formalize and
strengthen our partnerships with the state to develop an early childhood system
that promises to improve the life and education outcomes for all Connecticut’s
children. We look forward with great anticipation to our state’s RTT-ELC
application and to continued partnership with your Office and the several state
departments that have helped make this work happen in communities.

On @a\[f of the Dliscovery communities,

(b)(6)

David M. Nee

Executive Director

William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund

List of Discovery Communities:

Ansonia
Bloomfield
Branford
Bridgeport
Bristol
Chaplin
Colchester
Coventry
Danbury
Derby

East Hartford
East Haven
Enfield
Greenwich
Griswold
Groton

Hamden

Killingly, Plainfield and
Putnam, Sterling

Manchester

Mansfield

Meriden

Middietown

Milford

Naugatuck

New Britain

New Haven

New London

Norwalk

Norwich

Plymouth

Shelton

Southington
Stafford
Stamford
Stratford
Thomaston
Thompson
Torrington
Vernon
Wallingford
Waterbury
West Hartford
Wethersfield
Winchester
Windham
Windsor

One Hamden Center e Sulle 28 e 2318 Whitney Avenue ® Hamden, CT 06518  (203) 230-3330 Voice = (203) 230-3331 Fax
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Hartford Foundation

Jor Public Giving

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving believes that the single most pressing chalienge
in our region is to assure that every child has the opportunity to succeed. This is evidenced
by our commitment to public-private partnerships that improve outcomes for children
through high-quality, cocrdinated systems of early childhood development and learning at
the state, regional and local levels. Toward this end, the Foundation strongly supports
Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge funds.

For more than two decades, the Foundation has been involved in high quality
comprehensive early childhood program development. Our nationally recognized Brighter
Futures Initiative is a 25-year, $35 million commitment to improve the school readiness and
early school success of Hartford’s children age birth through eight years. At its core,
Brighter Futures focuses on bringing together community residents, providers, funders and
the public sector to develop a system of early childhood and family support in Hartford and
statewide. Our early support to the Hartford Area Child Care Collaborative to pilot local
and regicnal innovations that improve the quality of child care has led to multiple models
adapted statewide, including the Accreditation Facilitation Project. Similarly, the Hartford
Foundation was the original funder and partner in the development of Help Me Grow, now
a statewide and national medel. Both of these models are specifically highlighted in
Connecticut’s Race to the Top application. In addition, working with the Early Childhood
Funders’ Collaborative, the Hartford Foundation has been an enthusiastic, committed
participant in funding and planning for the statewide Office of Early Childhood.

The Foundation’s commitment to continuing this work is evidenced by our recently
approved strategic plan, Accelerate Success that builds upon and expands the systems-
changing work of Brighter Futures, t0 ensure that the children in our region, especially
those maost disadvantaged, are ready to learn when they enter kindergarten, and are
prepared to succeed when they leave high school.

The Foundation’s continued investments and collaboration with our phitanthropic and
public sector partners will augment the impact of federal funds to support state, regional
and local efforts to inform and coordinate a comprehensive early childhood system, expand
high-guality early childhood programs for all children, identify and address opportunity
gaps for high need children and their families and measure the impact of our efforts.

Cinraraly

(b)(6)

=
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Linda J. Kélly }/
President

Page 24

Connecticut

10 Columbus Boulevard
Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: 860-548-1888
Fax: B60-524-8346
www.hfpg.org

Board of Directors

Edward |. Ferand Ir., Chair
Yvette Meliéndez, Vice Chair
Robert B. Goldfarb, Treasurer
David M., Borden

Beverly P, Greenberg

Bonnie ). Malley

Rodney Q. Powell

JoAnn H. Price

President

Linda J. Kelly

Serving

Andover Manchester
Avon Marlborough
Bloemfieid Mewington
Bolton Rocky Hill
Canton Simsbury
East Granby Somers

East Hartford  South Windsor
EastWindsor  Suffield
Efington Tolland
Enfield Vernon
Farmington West Hartford
Glastonbury Wethersfield
Granby Windsor
Hartford Windsor Locks
Hebron

Here to help.
Here to stay.
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United Way of Connecticut 2" "

October 2, 2013

Ms. Myra Jones-Taylor, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Connecticut Office of Early Childhood
165 Capitol Avenue, Room 343
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Ms. Jones-Taylor:

United Way of Connecticut wishes to express its enthusiastic support for Connecticut’s 2013 Race to the
Top/Early Leaning Challenge application submitted through the state’s new QOffice of Early Childhood.

United Way of Connecticut and the fifteen local United Ways in the state have a long history of
supporting early childhood education in communities across Connecticut. We understand the
importance of investing in quality early childhood learning and development programs to increase our
children’s readiness for kindergarten. Together, United Ways in Connecticut have invested millions of
dollars every year and provided community leadership to promote quality initiatives to cover more
children {particularly from lower-income families) and to promote better coordination across programs
and providers.

Because of our own experience and knowledge in this crucial work, United Ways know what it takes to
succeed. That is why we are so enthusiastic about the creation of the new state Office of Early
Childhood, and the innovative strategies it is proposing in Connecticut’s Race to the Top/Early Learning
Challenge application to strengthen quality, to promote better coordination, and to insure that high
needs children have access to high quality ECE programs.

Connecticut’s new Office of Early Childhood restructures the way that early childhood programs are
managed in the state government so that going forward it will be much easier to adopt and implement
cansistent policies and practices across multiple early childhood systems. The office of Farly Childhood’s
innovative and unifying leadership coupled with the Governor’s clear support for strengthening early
childhood learning has generated reiewed hope and commitment toward real progress among
community stakeholders, such as United Way. We believe this Race to the Top/Early Learning Challenge
proposal represents the best opportunity in years for Connecticut’s children.

in particular, United Way of Connecticut pledges its full cornmitment to support Race to the Top/Early
Learning Challenge efforts to increase the number and percentage of early learning and development
programs participating in the statewide tiered quality rating and improvement system and to insure that
families have access to these quality ratings‘through our 2-1-1 Child Care website and contact cénter.
This wili build on 2-1-1 Child Care’s role over more than twenty years as Connecticut’s Child Care

1344 Silas Deane Highway + Rocky Hill, Conneclicut 08067 « 860-571-7500 = www.clunifedway.org
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United Way of Connecticut 2" "

Resource and Referral Agency. United Way of Connecticut also pledges our full support to Connecticut’s
Race to the Top/Early Learning Challenge strategy to build quality for early childhood services provided
to-many high need children by providing more training for FFN providers who are not interested in
obtaining licenses. Finally, United Way of Connecticut stands ready to provide enhanced resource and
referral/care coordination for high nesds families seeking quality early care and education,

United Way of Connecticut will work to support the implementation of this Race to the Top/Early
Learning Challenge proposal. We will do so through the direct services we provide in Care 4 Kids, 2-1-1
Child Care, Child Development Infoline, and 2-1-1, through our participation in Race to the Top/Early
Learning Challenge strategies implementation and by encouraging the leveraging of local United Way
investments and leadership work, in promoting quality early childhood learning, especially for high
needs children. We lock forward to making a difference with you for Connecticut’s children.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Richard §. Porth
President & CEQ

1344 Silas Deane Highway * Rocky Hill, Connecticut 06067 » 860-571-7500 « www.ctunitedway.org
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October 7, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 061086

Dear Governor Malloy:

Regarding Connecticut's application for the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Funds

Middlesex United Way, Inc is please to support Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
{RTT-ELC} initiative. Asaleader in promoting vibrant, supportive communities, we look forward to being
an active partner in this important effort to support better outcomes for young children.

Middlesex United Way recognizes the critical role early childhood development plays in a child’s long-
term academic, economic, and social success. Through our School Readiness initiative we have
implemented and continue to support 11 Early Childhood Councils (ECC) that serve all 15 towns in
Middiesex County. Our ECC provide localand countywide networking opportunities for the early
childhood community, and provides other supports designed to ensure that our children are socially and
emotionally ready to enter kindergarten. Our ECC initiative provides workshops and technical assistance
to caregivers and parents of preschoolers that focus on curriculum development, assessment, and other
evidence-based strategies that ensure a guality preschool experience for our children. During the past
year these services, which benefit all children involved in preschool programs throughout Middlesex
County, were provided to at least 18,915 caregivers and parents.

in addition, we have in recent years provided funding, volunteers and other supports for the installation
of 9 Born Learning Trails throughout Middlesex County for our annual Day of Caring. Born Learning
Trails are an early learning tool featuring a series of signs on posts that promote physically and
intellectually stiinulating activities that are fun for parents and caregivers to do with their children. They
are installed in a public setting for everyone in the community to enjoy. We know that children are
constantly learning, right fromebirth, Their early years are the foundation for growth and development,
and what they learn during those years depends on the experiences they have each and every day. That
is why the Born Learning Tralls were perfect for Middlesex United Way’s goal to increase children’s
readiness to learn by school entry.

100 Riverview Center, Suite 230 » Middletown, CT obasy + Tel (860) 348-860g » Fax (860} 346-6044
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We remain an active partner with the William C. Graustein Memorial fund in the Discovery Community
initiative. We also continue to provide funding and other supports for local early childhood programs
and initiatives such as the YMCA's Kids Korner Program (before and after-school), Opportunity Knocks,
Even Start Family Literacy Program, Early Head Start and Middletown’s School Readiness Council.

Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative will help us achieve our goals of supporting our community, connecting
families to the services they need, and preparing children for academic success. We are pleased that
RTT-ELC will improve the coordination and quality of early childhood care and education programs while
focusing on the needs of high needs children. Our education initfatives fully support the comprehensive
and integrated approach defined in the RTT-ELC application.

We will contribute to the successful implementation of RTT-ELC's projects by:

e Supporting the Office of Early Care and Education and Child Development

¢ Serve as a resource to build capacity and integrate RTT-ELC systems {e.g. tiered QRIS, Early Learning
Standards, improved Kindergarten Inventory) at the regional and local levels as appropriate

* Connect early learning literacy programs (0 - pre-K} and early elementary literacy programs (K - 3) to
ensure RTT-ELC impacts are sustained after age 5

¢ Identify and facilitate linkages to additional resources to expand high quality early learning and
development programs

¢ Promote understanding of the Early Learning Standards, especially among parents and kith and kin

e Encourage provider participation in the QRIS system (including family care programs and kith and
kin)

o Facilitate links to private and philanthropic resources to promote long-term project success as
appropriate

The estimated total value of our in-kind contributions in support of RTT-ELC is $20,742 over the four-
year grant period.

Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative will improve the lives of Connecticut’s high needs children and support
the ongoing implementation of Public Act No. 11-181, “An act concerning early childhood education and
the establishment of a coordinated system of early care and education and child development”.
Middlesex United Way is pleased to be an active partner in these efforts and looks forward to helping
you realize the vision of this application.

N

Cincoraly

(b)(6)

T
Kevin J. Wilhéllm
Executive Director
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(%mweﬁcut Early Childhood Education Cabinet

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

The Connecticut Early Childhood Education Cabinet enthusiastically supports Connecticut’s Race to the
Top - Early Learning Challenge application. The Cabinet is committed to supporting the Office of Early
Childhood (OEC) in its quest to the develop a high-quality, comprehensive system of early childhood
education among the wide array of early childhood programs in the state (including Head Start, child
care and School Readiness). The Early Childhood Education Cabinet plays a key role in advising the OEC
in regard to advancing the integration of services to young children and families. The Cabinet also
established a Public Private Partnership Workgroup at the beginning of the year that includes a diverse
group of Connecticut professionals, entrepreneurs, business and government leaders from the
municipal and state levels, philanthropy and the non-profit community. The mission of this group is to
partner with the OEC to champicn the value and importance of: 1) high-quality early childhcod services
and family supports and 2) public-private partnerships and investments on behalf of Connecticut ybung
children and families. The members of this group provide a unique perspective in accomplishing the
common goal of providing Connecticut’s young children with high-quality early learning programs.

We are pleased that the Cabinet will continue play a key role in bringing together high-level decision
makers from all of the state agencies that touch young children and families in an effort to strengthen
collaborative efforts in the creation and coordination of high quality programs and services for
Connecticut’s youngest children and their families. We are pleased that Connecticut continues to focus
on children and families in poverty, English language learners, children with disabilities and other high-
needs populations. We know that through these concentrated efforts Connecticut can and will close the
preparation gap for these youngsters and provide them with the supports they need to be successful in
school and in later life.

Respectfully,

(b)(6)

Leah Grenier
Chair, Connecticut Early Childhood Education Cabinet

165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford CT 06106
www.ctearlychildhood.org

Appendix 3: Letters of Support Page 29




Connecticut

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION o P.C. BOX 2218 « HARTFORD, CT 06145

Connecticut State Advisory Council on Special Education W

Ocrober 11, 2013
RE: Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top ~ Early Learning Challenge funds

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Harrford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

The leadership of the Connecticut State Advisory Council on Special Education (SAC or “Council") is
prepared to partner with the Connecticut State Office of Early Childhood in its effort to enroll more
children in early learning and development programs, including children with disabilities, The ability to
offer input on the projects and strategies associated with the primary levers of Connecticut’s Race to
the Top—Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) project — i.e., quality, access and system building ~ is
consistent with the role of the Council as it pertains to young children with disabilicies. We look to
your leadership, Governor Malloy, to improve the developmental, functional and early outcome of
every young child with high needs in Connecticut, and are encouraged by opportunities to work
together to achieve this goal

State Advisory Panels (in Connecticut, the SAC) were authorized by the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) since the Act's inception in 1975, The SAC is also authorized under Section 10-
76i of the Connecticut General Statutes with the express purpose to "advise the General Assembly,
the State Board of Education and the Commissioner of Education” on special education matters. The
SAC's specific functions include the following actions:

e advise the State Department of Education of unmet needs in educating children with
disabilities;
® review periodically the laws, regulations, standards, and guidelines pertaining to special

educarion and recommend to the Connecticut General Assembly and the State Board of
Education any changes which it finds necessary;

e comment publicly on any new or revised regulations, standards and guidelines proposed for
issuance;

e participate with the State Board of Education in the development of any state eligibility
documents for provision of special education;

s comment publicly on any procedures necessary for distributing federal IDEA funds;

e assist the State Department of Education in developing and reporting such data and evaluations
as may be conducted pursuant to IDEA;

# advise the State Department of Education in developing corrective action plans to address
findings identified in federal monitoring reports under Part B of IDEA;

e advise the State Department of Education in developing and implementing policies relating to
the coordination of services for children with disabilities; and

e report to the Connecticut General Assembly concerning recommendations for effecting
changes in the special aducation laws.
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Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
Ocrober 11, 2003
Page 2

The Council is prepared to offer input on Connecticut RTT-ELC projects and strategies associated
with (1) increasing the quality of programs currently serving high needs children; (2) increasing access
to high quality programs for families of high needs children; and (3) creating a system to support
quality and access. Connecticut RTT-ELC projects of particular interest, as they relate to children
with disabilities, include the following:

» “System Building” projects involving (a) legislative and policy changes, and (b) information to
families and collaboration with local communities; and

» “Access” projects which (a) provide families with information about the importance of quality,
and the quality ratings of programs; (b} provide families, and particularly those receiving public
funding, with incentives to choose high quality programs; (c) create targeted information
campaigns for all programs and providers who have contact with families of children with high
needs in order to encourage families to select quality programs; (d) improve identification and
referral of high needs children; and () promote health, mental health, and developmental
screenings.

Thank you for focusing the use of RTT-ELC funds on children with high needs. Through our Council
efforts, the SAC is in communication with other organizations and constituency groups who have
shared the current challenges and opportunities in helping children with high needs. The Council is
prepared to partner and provide input into the development of this statewide program as the State
works to meet the needs of young children with disabilities.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

y Neyra
Yice Chair
Connecricut State Advisory Council on Special Education
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Mark A. Greenstein, M.D.
1CC ChairPediatrician

Sharri Lungarini

1CC Vice Chair/Parent

Wade Chartier

Parent

Mary Ann Daytoen Fitzgerald
Commission an the Deaf and
Hearing Impaired

Timothy Lyons

Dept. of Insurance

Nancy DiMauro

Dept. for Children and Families
Rita Esposito

REACHOUT, Inc.

Corrine Griffin

Parent

Tierney Gianotti, alternate
Center for Excellence

Cynthia Jackson

Children’s Therapy Services
Lynn Johnson

Dept. of Developmental Services
Rebert Kelly, alternate for
Senator Anthony Musto
Robert LaCamera, M.D.
American Academy of Pediatrics
Ginny Mahoney

Dept. of Social Services
Miriam Martinez

Parent

Joe McLaughlin

McLaughlin and Associates
Lorna Quiros-Dilan

Office of Protection and Advocacy
John Reilly

Board of Education and Services
For the Blind

Laurel Ross
Abilis

Maria Synodi

State Dept. of Education

Louis Tallarita
SDE-Homeless Children

Erin Lamb

Parent

Alice Torres

Early Head Start

Janet Brancifort

Dept. of Public Health

Myra Watnick

Rehabilitation Associates, Inc.

Connecticut

State Interagency Coordinating Council

October 7, 2013

Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Office of Early Childhood
165 Capitol Avenue

Room G-31

Hartford, CT 06106

State of Connecticut

Dear Dr. Jones Taylor:

Regarding Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top — Early Learning
Challenge funds

I am writing this on behalf of the Executive Committee of the Connecticut
Birth to Three Interagency Coordinating Council (the Council). This letter
confirms the ongoing commitment of the Council to improving early childhood
outcomes in Connecticut through participation in Connecticut’s Race to the
Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) initiative and the activities of the
newly constituted Office of Early Childhood (OEC).

The Council advises and assists the Connecticut Department of Developmental
Services (DDS) to perform its responsibilities under Part C of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), including identifying sources of fiscal
support for early intervention services and programs, assigning financial
responsibility to the appropriate agency, and promoting interagency
agreements. The Council also assists participating agencies in the development
of standards and procedures under Part C of IDEA, and works with DDS and
the State Department of Education regarding the transition of children with
disabilities to services provided under sections 10-76a to 10-76h, services
provided under section B of IDEA. Finally, the Council makes
recommendations to improve collaboration among state agencies and ensure
timely and effective service delivery. We support the goal of this process “to
increase the percentage of the children with high needs who are enrolled in
high quality early learning and development programs by 50%”.
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The Executive Committee notes that the Council will support the successful implementation of Connecticut’s
RTT-ELC project by building on the collaborative spirit of the RTT-ELC proposed development process to
continue to strengthen connections among state systems and advisory bodies. The executive committee, on
behalf of the Council, supports this endeavor. We especially wish to note our endorsement of the following
components:

¢ The development and support of collaborations that may serve to expand and enhance services to children.

¢ (Continue to work on finding children, especially those who are generally underserved, who can benefit from
the wide range of services for which they are eligible.

¢ Increasing the quality of programs. We feel that this will increase the number of children referred to and
eligible for early intervention services and/or monitoring and family support. Our experience has been that
an emphasis on quality and equity has served those children and families in our system very well.

¢ Improving access for families throughout the state. Again, it is hoped that this will permit earlier
identification of children and families who would benefit from support, monitoring and/or early
intervention.

» Enhancing and expanding system building so that the current system and its integration into communities
can serve more families and children. In addition, the integration of our already extensive data system may
serve as a model of integration and support.

e Expanded grant and research support. Such activities will serve many children, including those who are
eligible for Part C services.

The Council stands behind Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge proposal and eagerly
anticipates its impact on our young children.

Yours,

(b)(6)

Mark A. Greenstein, MD

Professor of Pediatrics and Associate Program Director

Divisions of Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics and Clinical Genetics
University of Connecticut School of Medicine

Chair: Connecticut Birth to Three Interagency Coordinating Council
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GSPD

Connecticut’s Comprehensive System of Personnel Development Council

Part B CSPD Co-Courdinators

Council Chairperson Part € CSPD Coordinator . ¢
David Scata Deb Resnick Marianne Kimer, Ph.D.
Last Haddam Public Schools CT Birth to Three System Kim Mearman

Siate Education Resource Center

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P, Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malioy:
Regarding Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge funds

This letter confirms the ongoing commitment of Connecticut’s Comprehensive System of Personnel Development (CSPD) Council to improve early
childhood outcomes in Connecticut through participation in Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) initiative and the
ongoing implementation of Public Act No. 11-181, “dn act cencerning early childhood education and the establishment of a coordinated system of

early care and education and child development.”

The mission of the Connecticut Comprehensive System of Personnel Development Council is to advise the Birth to Three System and the Connecticut
State Department of Education's Bureau of Special Education on issues pertaining to the professional develapment of pre-service and in-service early
childhood and education practitioners. This is accomplished through the exchange of ideas, the preparation of advisory papers, and the exploration of
issues that affect personnel development as they arise. Our efforts will help shape the professional development of the personnel who serve children
and young adults with disabilities.

The CSPD Council eurrently supports system change cfforts at the state level by advising the Bureau of Special Education and the Birth to Three
System at the Department of Developmental Services on personnel issues regarding children with disabilities, Tn addition, the CSPD Council provides
stakeholder input on the design of personnel development such as certification requirements and professional development for pre-service and in-
service educators. The Council also provides resources for educators and families of children with disabilities such as the Early Intervention video and
training package.

The Council supported the development of Connecticut’s RTT-ELC application through continued collaboration with the Connecticut State
Department of Education and Department of Developmental Services’ Birth 1o Three System. This application aligns well with key CSPD priorities
regarding the prevention and early intervention of disabilities in children and the recruitment and retention of personnel who work with children with
disabilities.

To ensure successful implementation of Connecticut’s RTT-ELC project, CSPD will contribute the following:

e Priority for Early Childhood Education, Support the state’s workforce development efforts, specifically as they relate to IDEA Part A and Part
C, drawing on expertise in these areas. The Council will elevate early childhood education to a top organizational priority over the next tour
years.

e Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework. Designate one of our members with expertise in early childhoed teacher preparation
(¢.g., higher education) to join the workgroup of key stakeholders that will develop a common statewide workforce framework (Section D1).

We estimate the value of our in-kind contributions to the RTT-ELC project at $6000 over the four-year grant period.

We look forward to working with you on this exciting endeavor to ensure that alf of Connecticut’s children — particularly those with disabilities — are
prepared to succeed when they enter kindergarten.

Sincerely,

David Scata  ©
Connecticut’s Comprehensive System of Personnel Development Council Chairperson

C/O SERC
25 Industrial Park Road Middletown, CT (06457-1516

(860) 632-1485 www.ctserc.org/cspd
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Connecticut
Head Start Association

October 7, 2013
The Honorable Dannel P. Malloy
Governor of Connecticut
State Capitol
2106 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

The Connecticut Head Start Association (CT HSA) enthusiastically supports Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning
Challenge (RTT-ELC) initiative. As a coalition of Head Start Directors, CT HSA members have been addressing the needs of high
need children since 1965, and we look forward to being an active partner in this effort to improve carly childhood outcomes,

One of the nation’s leading investments in early childhood education, Head Start programs provide comprehensive education, health,
nutrition, parent involvement, community engagement, and family support services that have been shown to clearly improve long-
term educational attainment, social-emotional development, and health outcomes of our most vulnerable and at-risk children, The CT
Head Start Association’s members serve over 8,000 high need children (e.g, low income, developmentally disabled, English language
learners) through 18 Head Start & Early Head Start grantees statewide.

CT HSA has strong partnerships at the state and local levels of Connecticut’s early childhoed care and education system, including the
Office of Early Childhood, the Department of Children & Families, school districts, and local Early Childhood Councils, among
others, CT HSA President David Morgan serves on Connecticut’s Early Childhood Cabinet, and Head Start has been actively involved
in many work groups around early learning standards, workforce competencies, quality rating & improvement systems, and more.

We are pleased that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative will improve continuity and quality across early childhood care and education
programs. Our efforts fully support the comprehensive and integrated approach defined in the RTT-ELC application. CT HSA will
contribute to the successful implementation of the following RTT-ELC projects: 1) the ongoing implementation of Connecticut’s
Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS); 2) improved approaches to reaching and meeting the needs of our most vulnerable
children and families; 3) the ongoing implementation of Early Learning and Development Standards; 4) improved health-related
fraining and assessments; and 4) ongoing development of integrated data collection systems. Specifically, the CT HSA will:

®  Agsist in the implementation of the QRIS system;
e Promote full early childhood provider participation in the QRIS system (including Head Start and Early Head Start programs);
®  Assist the Office of Early Childhood in reaching and meeting the needs of our most vulnerable children and families;

s  Continue to participate in the Office of Early Childhood’s Early Learning Standards work to assist families, providers, and
communities with the ongoing implementation and training support;

s Provide educational resources from the Head Start model for health, mental health, and family engagement/support standards;
e Identify and facilitate linkages to additional resources to expand high quality early learning and development programs;

e Increase early screening and mid-level assessments in Head Start and Early Head Start programs as appropriate;

e  Continue to support and incorporate data protocols through Connecticut’s Early Childhood Information System (ECIS);

e  Tacilitate links to private and philanthropic resources to promote long-term project success as appropriate;

Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative will improve the lives of Connecticut’s most at-risk children and support the ongoing work of
Connecticut’s Office of Early Childhood. The Connecticut Head Start Association is pleased to be an active partner in these efforts
and looks forward to helping you realize the vision of this application.

1 kal {‘PT‘A] LY

(b)(6)

David Morgan — Chair of the Connecticut Head Start Association
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ALL CUR KIN ke

W FE OAND LOVING RLACE WHERE PAREHTS AND CHILOREN i LDARN

N ¢
October 7, 2013

To Whom It May Concern:

We write fo express our commitment to the Race to the Top — Early Leaming Challenge grantapplication
being submitted by the Office of Early Childhood (OEC) on behalf of the state. All Qr Kin strongly
supports the OEC’s proposed efforts to provide Connecticut’s children with high-quality early learning
experiences in all settings, incliuding licensed family child care programs.

All Our Kin is a nationally-recognized, Connecticut-based nonprofit that trains, supports, and sustains
family child care providers to ensure that children and families have the foundation they need te suceeed
in school and in life. Through workshops, trainings, and on-site coaching and consultation, we train and
support over 250 parents and educators each year, who in turn serve nearly 1,500 children. We work with
a diverse group of ptimarily low-income parents and providers from a range of neighborhoods and towns.

We are delighted that this Race to the Top ~ Barly Learning Challenge plan recognizes the essential role
that family child care programs play in providing early learning experiences to high-need children. The
application proposes fo create regional quality improvement centers to provide training and technical
assistance that will give family child care providers opportunities to improve quality in their programs
and obtain national acereditation. Providers will also gain access to health coaches and mental health
consultants whe can help them facilitate developmental screéning for young children in their care,
ensuring that high-fieed children will be identified and connected with resources. Additionally, the state-
wide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System, ConneCT to Quality, will promote quality
improvement and licensure among child care providers in all settings, including family child care.

All Our Kin is happy to support this initiative in multiple capacities. We look forward to partnering with
the OEC to bring family child care providers into ConneCT to Quality and move programs to higher
levels within the system. Our experience may also help inform the OEC as it works to disseminate the
Core Knowledge and Competencies and the Early Learning Standards to faniily child care providers.

The newly-created OEC is well-positioned to fake the lead on coordinating the efforts outlined in this
application. The OEC is specifically tasked with creating a coherent and cohesive system for early
childhood -education and has already done-much te unify a previously fractured field of agencies and
service providers. The OEC has strong partnerships with stakeholders across the state and will offer the
leadership required to make this ambitions plan a reality.

This grant will provide the opportunity for the State of Connecticut to dramatically increase the
percentage of high-need children who have access to the high-quality early learning experiences that we
know are so vital to later success. Connecticut is poised to implement a unified and collaborative vision
for quality improvement in early learning settings. With federal support, we will be able to create system-
wide ehanges that will help ensure that children and families, regardless of circumstance, have access to
fiigh-gualily programs. All Gur Kin supports these goals and will work toward the success of this Race to
the Top grant project.
Smcerely
(b)(6) |

ssica Sager
Executive Directar
Al Our Kin, Inc.

YW ALLOURM

GOPO, BOX BAT77 MEW HAVEN CONMMNECTICUT 08530 BO3-772-2264 ) 2G37 722380
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CT Division of Early Childhood

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Molloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

Regarding Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge
funds

The Connecticut Council for Exceptional Children’s Division of Early Childhood is
pleased to support Connecticut’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge initiative and
the ongoing implementation of whatever needs to be implemented in order to proposes to
increase the number of children with high needs who are enrolled in high quality early
learning and development programs statewide. High needs is defined as children living in
poverty, children with disabilities, and children who are English language learners.
Carrently about half of the children with high needs in publicly-funded early learning and
development programs are in programs of unknown quality.

The Council for Exceptional Children is a premier education organization internationally
known for its expertise and leadership working collaboratively with strategic partners to
ensure that children and youth with exceptionalities are valued and are full participating
members of society. In CT CEC is a trusted voice in shaping education practice and
policy. Our Division of Early Childhood s the key organization in CT that best represents
and supports the advancement od early childhoed education for children with high needs.
CT DEC provides professional development in best practices for children who have
challenging behaviors and specific physical needs, as well as professional development
for teachers.

We have been supporting system change efforts at the State level through participation in
the Early Childhood Education Cabinet’s Workforce Committee and state level early
childhood conferences. While coordination at the state level contributes to improved
local collaboration, the Council also contributes directly to the regional and local early
childhood system via advocating for appropriate programming and supports for children
of high needs as well as for appropriate preparation of early childhood educators who
work with children of high need.
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Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative aligns well with our efforts to improve the
professional standards of early childhood educator training and increase access to
accredited quality workforce development programs. We will work diligently with other
RTT-ELC partners to achieve RTT-ELC project goals in the following ways:
1 — Continue to support Connecticut’s newly created Office of Early Childhood (OEC).
This new office is well positioned to serve as a strong, centralized, governing structure to
realize this objective. It is already obvious that this new office has the pulse of early
childhood in CT and seeks to bring better services to children through coordinated and
streamlined means. Many of the policies and projects that will be unified and expanded
as part of this proposal already fall under the auspices of the new OEC or are scheduled
to do so in July 2014.
2 - This proposal for this major funding opportunity is designed to expand the capacity of
early childhood systems in Connecticut to enhance the quality of all types of early
learning and development programs and to ensure that children with high needs in
Connecticut have access to high quality programs. It is proposed to accomplish these
goals through two major efforts:
a) Statewide Systems Building, which involves implementing a statewide Tiered
Quality Rating and Improvement System, ConneCT to Quality: Connecticut’s
Early Learning Quality System (C2Q) , with an associated statewide technical
assistance network and professional development system for the early childhood
workforce; and
b) High Quality for High Needs, which involves implementing related policies
and initiatives to increase the number and percentage of children with high needs
attending high quality early learning and development programs of all types and
increasing their readiness for Kindergarten. This includes a broad based
screening effort to identify children with special needs earlier. It is also proposed
to sustain gains made by children in high quality early childhood programs into
their Kindergarten through third grade education.

All of the elements of the plan speak to the needs of children of high need. Together
these plans will help ensure that more children receive quality early care and education,
more parents receive sound information to guide their choices, and more providers
receive support to enhance their skills and services. RTT-ELC funding will significantly
help the early childhood community in CT to achieve these objectives and increase the
supply of high quality programs in Connecticut. In recent years there has been a major
effort to bring all EC stakeholders to the same table in order to work together to plan for
the whole child in a whole way. This is the only way that all children will be able to
benefit from the programs they need to meet everyday and high needs.

Our in-kind contribution in support of RTT-ELC projects will total an estimated $10,000
during the four years of the grant period. We appreciate the opportunity to further the
quality of Connecticut’s early childhood systems and wish you success in this effort.

Sincerely,
(b)(&)

cgina Miller, President
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October 9, 2013

Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capital
Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

The Connecticut Education Association fully endorses and supports
Connecticut’s Race to The Top — Early Childhood Education grant application.
We look forward to continuing our integral participation in the progress our
state has made toward enhancing early childhood education.

CEA is a professional association with a membership of more than 43,000 active
and retired teachers. CEA members have long recognized that achievement
gaps exist across our communities because many students begin school less
ready than others. Foryears, CEA has promoted the expansion of early
childhood education as one of the most significant steps toward closing these

gaps.

Our staff includes doctors of education, experienced teachers, and experts in
policies that affect teaching and learning. CEA has long been an active
participant on state committees charged with reviewing certification regulations
for all educators, including early childhood educators. CEA was a proponent of
legislative actions to improve early childhood educator credentialing and
establish a rigorous professional certification. CEA has also continually
monitored the work of state early childhood agencies like the Office of Early
Childhood and its predecessor the Early Childhood Cabinet, to communicate
priorities to our members so that they can better connect state goals to
classroom practices.

Consistent with our history, CEA has been a strong supporter of Race to The Top
Early Childhood applications. We voiced our support early in the process and
were a participant in the press conference announcing Connecticut’s decision to
apply for the initial grant two years ago. We provided input to the grant writing
team on earlier drafts of the initial application, and fully support our state’s
current efforts.
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CEA has also been an active participant in developing and supporting innovative early childhood
education programs at the local level. In many school districts across the state, our members serve in
partnerships between school districts and early childhood education providers. Such partnerships are
mainly implemented to carry out the state’s School Readiness program, which seeks to provide
increased access to high-quality early childhood education in cities with traditionally low participation
rates, CEA’s work even extends to less formal settings where we help to coordinate services among
early childhood programs and provide other forms of assistance.

Many CEA members continue to participate in an innovative universal pre-school program initiated in
Stamford when you served as mayor. In Stamford, CEA members provide direct instruction to early
childhood participants and professional development that strengthens connections to state standards.
CEA has also been instrumental in aligning state early childhood standards to the school district,
connecting the early childhood curriculum with the work and expectations of Stamford’s kindergarten
teachers. The work CEA members do in Stamford is replicated in many urban districts across the state.

Through the experience in Stamford and other cities, Connecticut offers seeds of innovation in the
delivery of early childhood education. We strongly believe that Connecticut deserves to be awarded this
grant so that our lessons in innovation can benefit other states seeking to establish effective early
childhood programs.

Connecticut, like the rest of the nation, faces the challenge of closing achievement differences that exist
among students of color, students who are English language learners, and the many children who
experience poverty. We strongly endorse Connecticut’s application because of the potential that our
state’s strategy has to address achievement differences and positively impact the growth and
development of our youngest learners,

Should Connecticut be awarded this grant, CEA will stand ready to provide insight and assistance in the
development and implementation of professional development and other services that will improve
access to early childhood programs and enhance their quality. CEA will also work to ensure that our
early childhood classrooms implement the most effective practices to increase student achievement and
ensure that every student enters school ready to learn and with the same early childhood opportunities
experienced by their peers.

(b)(6)

Sheila Cohen
President
Connecticut Education Association
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THE CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS

Uttobery, 2013

The Honorahle Governgr Dannel B, Malloy
State Capio
210 Capilol Avenue

Martford, CT 06106

Dear Governgr Malloy:

Thig Emtéxa‘ canfirms the commitment of the Connecticut Association of Schools [CAS] 10 improve
early ehildhood sutcomes in Connectiout through ;};asaéfr%;;a%‘zm in: Connecticut’s Rage to the Top ~
Early Leaming Challenge RTT-ELCY initiative and the ongoing implementation of Public At No. 13-
181, "Ar st concerning eorly childhood educotion and the establishment of o coordinoted system
af early core and education and ohild development”,

CAS s mission s 1o mprove and exgand educations opportunities for Connectiont’s studenis while
striving to strengthen the professional shills and 1alents of school lvaders. CAS provides senites io
mare than 1000 public and parochial schonls, Pre 242, in g variety of areas inciuding school
improvement, leadership development, and the governance of both interscholastic athietics and
students acthvities. CAS supports system change efforts at the State level through pirticipation in
writing the Race to the Top Grant, the Performance Evaluation Advisory Coundil, the LEAD
Cormecticut partnershin, the High School Gradustion Issues Task Force, the bxpanded Learning
Coportunities State Leadership Team, snd the School Governance Councils Advisory Board, {48
als0 implements the Executive Copch program for adminisirators, represants Connedticut on the
Mew England Secondary Schools Consortium, and provides extensive professional development for
pringipals in many arens of educations! progress and reform.,

CAS has reviewed and overview of Connecticet™s RTT-ELC spplication, and enthusiastically supporis
the prioraies of the proposed project. In particular, CAS is prepared 1o support and Tacliitate
where appropriate proposed RTE-ELC efforts to sustain early childhood program efforts in the
early elomentary grades: revise statevsde early learning standards to align with Connegiicut’s K3
standards; and develop & comman, statewide Workforoe Knowlidge and Competenty Framework
1o strengthen the arly childhood educator workforce,

While CAS supports the implementation of 2 QRIS to ensure high guality in all publicly funded

praschoot grograms, we belisve that public schools that are currently loense exempt will need

time and Bexibility 35 they determine what, f any, issues negd to %}e:» addressed 1o meet siate

hesith and sefoty standsrds, 1% the bope of CA5 that the QEC will work with pubilic sehools on

spocific issues and concerns that may impact their ability to become licensed and consider how

best to insure that all young children receive early chifdghood services i programs of known
utﬂ 1y,

CAS understands that high quality early childhood programs {8s well a5 comprehensive supports
for young children, their families, and their educators! lay the foundation for success in schoal
We therefore endorse Connecticut’ Race (o the Top- Bardy Learning Challengs proposal,

Baest Regards,

(b)(6)

Karssa L Mieholf, €40,
Expoutive Director, Connecticut Associgtion of Schools
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Promoting a positive future for Connecticut’s children.

October 9, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Re: Connecticut’s Application for the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge

Dear Governor Malloy:

The Connecticut Family Day Care Association’s Network Inc. (CFDCAN) supports Connecticut’s Race to the
Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) initiative. As a network of family child care associations, CFDCAN
is committed to promoting a positive future for Connecticut’s children by promoting and supporting high
quality child care.

CFDCAN'’s primary focus is family child care association leadership. We believe that strong leadership in
local associations assists their membership, the individuals providing direct care to children birth through
school-age, to aspire to provide high quality care and programming.

The Connecticut RTT-ELC initiative will improve continuity and quality across early childhood care and
education programs, supporting these programs through:

The Quality Rating Improvement System
e The use of Standards (birth to age 5) and Core Knowledge and Competencies

¢  Providing training, technical assistance and support to family child care providers and kith/kin
providers

* Promoting the use of quality child care programs to the public
e Improving identification and referral of high needs children

CDFCAN will work with Connecticut’s family child care associations, early childhood organizations and state
agencies to continue to promote high quality care. We are committed to improving the status of family
child care programs in Connecticut by helping alert the public to the benefits of family child care and high
quality programming, providing ongoing support to local family child care associations, and disseminating
information to reach individual providers.

Connecticut Family Day Care Associations Network, inc.
8 Spruce Drive, Sandy Hook, CT 06482  203.426.9663 renee@cfdcan.org  www.cfdcan.org
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Respectfully,
(b)(s)

Ren C.@l(l/
ecutive\Ditector

CFDCAN, Connecticut Family Day Care Associations Network, Inc.
Statewide family child care associations

Additional endorsement from:

Bolton Providers Network, Mary-Jo Nichols, President
(Area: Bolton)

Family Child Care Providers Association — Manchester Area, Cydnae Michalak, President
(Area: Andover, Bolton, Colchester, Coventry, East Hartford, East Windsor, Ellington,
Glastonbury, Hebron, Manchester, Mansfield, Marlborough, South Windsor, Tolland, Vernon,
West Hartford, Wethersfield, Willington, Windsor, Windsor Locks)

Northwest Care, Priscilla Leslie Slater, President
(Area: Barkhamsted, Goshen, Harwinton, Litchfield, New Hartford, Northfield, Torrington,
Winchester)

Lower Fairfield County Family Day Care Association, Cecelio Montero, President
(Area: Stamford)

Today’s Child Care Assaciation, Katie Cicero, President
(Area: Colchester, Coventry, East Haddam, East Hampton, Haddam, Marlborough, Portland,
Salem)

Valley Child Care Providers Association, Joanne Scollin, President
(Area: Derby, Ansonia, Seymour, Beacon Falls, Naugatuck, Oxford, Shelton)

West Haven Family Day Care Provider Network, Viola Waldo, President
(Area: West Haven)

Connecticut Family Day Care Associations Network, Inc.
8 Spruce Drive, Sandy Hook, CT 06482  203.426.9663 renee@cfdcan.org  www.cfdcan.org
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CAEYC

e Connscli

weiation tot the Edusabion of Young Childen

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

The Connecticut Association for the Education of Young Children (CAEYC) strongly supports
Connecticut’s 2013 Race to the Top - Eatly Learning Challenge application and the work of the Office of
Early Childhood.

As a state affiliate of the National Association for the Education of Young Children, the nation’s premier
eatly childhood care and education accreditation otganization, CAEYC has been an active partner of state,
regional, and Jocal efforts to improve quality care and education for all children. Incorporated in 1971,
CAEYC has more than 1500 members in Connecticut and has been actively working on behalf of young
children and the professionals who care for them for more than 40 years. Our affiliates work together
following a national, state, local model, to promote high-quality early learning for all children birth-8. We
believe high-quality catly care and education lay the foundation for school readiness, academic success and
adult achievement.

Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative aligns well with CAEYC’s goals to improve the standard of care for young

children. Critical to this work is the full implementation of Connecticut’s tiered Quality Rating and

Improvement System, ConneCT to Quality (C2Q)). CAEYC has been an active partner in the development

of C2Q and will continue to work in collaboration with the Office of Eatly Childhood through

implementation. A fully implemented QRIS system will allow parents to make informed decisions about

quality childcare thus driving quality improvement efforts in programs. C2Qwill support a system of program

improvement by providing tools and resources to programs, and a statewide technical assistance network and

professional development system for the early childhood workforce. CAEYC will support the successful

implementation of the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge initiatives by:

¢ Working in collaboration with the Office of Early Childhood to engage all early childhood programs in
ConneCT to Quality

¢ Working in collaboration with the Office of Barly Childhood to coordinate competency based
professional development initiatives

e  Serve as a technical assistance resource for programs as they engage in quality improvement efforts

e Lngage stakeholders in a statewide conversation about early childhood teacher compensation

CAEYC is a leading advocate of high quality care for Connecticut’s children. We look forward to partnering
with you in this exciting initiative.

Very Truly Yours,

(b)(6)

Karen Rainville
Executive Director
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330 Main Street — Third Floor - Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: 860.548.1747 Fax: 860.541.6484 www.conncase.org

October 4, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:
Regarding Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge funds

The Connecticut Council of Administrators of Special Education (ConnCASE) strongly supports
Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application. If funded, the
proposed RTT-ELC project will improve the developmental, functional and early outcomes of all students
in Connecticut.

ConnCASE is a local division of the National CASE organization that supports and champions the needs
of children with disabilities, particularly those receiving special education and related services under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part B, Section 611 and 619. ConnCASE
accomplishes their mission by promoting appropriate educational programs and services for all children;
encouraging and strengthening communication between special education, pupil services and general
education; developing and promoting standards of professional competence for special education and
pupil services personnel, and promoting and strengthening relationships between special education, pupil
services and related community services, among others.

ConnCASE also encourages the development of policies and procedures that will promote desirable
special education and pupil services practices at the state and local levels. In this role, ConnCASE works
to ensure that all students, ages 3 through 21, with disabilities and their families have access to the high-
quality services that promote positive developmental outcomes including closing the achievement gap at
kindergarten entry.

ConnCASE will support the efforts of Connecticut’s RTT-ELC to meets the needs of all young children,
particularly those with disabilities and the needs of their parents by:

s Supporting the efforts of the Early Childhood Cabinet’s Standards Committee to develop
statewide, high-quality early learning and development standards — particularly as they relate to
children with disabilities — and helping to ensure that the standards align with Connecticut’s K-3
standards.

s Providing guidance to the new State Office of Early Care and Education and Child Development
in their efforts to improve and coordinate training for early childhood educators and program staff
on health and mental health standards for young children with disabilities.

We are committed to providing in-kind contributions and technical assistance to the RTT — ELC Project
over the four year grant period.
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ConnCASE reiterates its support for Connecticut’s RTT-ELC application and looks forward to supporting
its successful implementation to benefit all children ages 0-5, including those receiving early intervention
and specialized instruction.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Michael Regan
President, ConnCASE
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Child Care Collaborative

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Governor Malloy,

The Hartford Area Child Care Collaborative strongly supports Connecticut’s Race to the Top —
Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant application. As a network of more than 350 eatly care
and education organizations, students, and individuals, the Collaborative is committed to promoting
and supporting high-quality child care in the greater Hartford region.

High-quality early childhood expetiences promote successful development and help children to seek
out and open the doors of discovety - to become successful in school and successful in life. For the
past 25 years as an initlative of the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, we have been active in
developing and implementing much of the existing eatly learning and development infrastructute
that RTT-ELC projects to advance and improve.

Examples of our commitment to improving the quality of childcare by working systematically
include:

»  Being one of the creators of the CT Accreditation Facilitation Project to assist child care
centers in becoming NAEYC accredited

*  Collaborating with the CT State Education Resource Center and All Our Kin to offer
professional development opportunities for licensed and Kith and Kin Family Child Care
providers on early learning standards

® Collaborating with Charter Oak State College, CT Charts-A-Course, and the Department of
Social Services to develop the Connecticut’s Director’s Credential for childcare center
directors

*  Collaborating with the Office of Eatly Childhood Charts-A-Course and the Department of
Social Setvices to develop the Emergency Leave and Succession Planning Learning Series
for early childhood directors

10 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06106 phone: 860.241.0411 fax: 860.524-8346 haccc@haccc.info
An initiative of the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

Working fogether to ensure guality child care
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The Collaborative has a long history of moving the field forward by incubating and designing
regional models that upon success, are replicated state-wide. We are pleased with Connecticut’s
comprehensive proposal, and are excited that two of the Collaborative’s current models are
proposed to be teplicated and expanded including:

Paving the Way — a systematic new approach within community colleges to combine
English as a Second Language (ESL) courses with credit bearing early childhood education
courses. This streamlines the process and includes wrap-around services. Retention rates in
this learning cohort doubled that of traditional ESL classes.

CT Early Childhood Career Development Website — a comprehensive site for the public
that includes information on early childhood careers, educational and credential
requitements, institutions of higher education, and financial aid/scholarships.

As a member of the CT Early Childhood Education Cabinet’s QRIS workgroup, the Collaborative
will continue to serve as a means to promote awareness and involvement in the QRIS, and will share
information learned from the Hartford region. In addition, the Collaborative will:

® Increase awareness of RT'T-ELC resources to support high-need children among providers,
especially licensed family caregivers, kith and kin.

»  Educate Collaborative members and serve as a suppottive entity to promote the RTT-ELC

projects and goals.

Serve as a convener of groups, a professional development training resource, and a regional

resource to move the work of the RTT-ELC initiative forward.

The creation of the new Office of Early Childhood through Executive Order 35 has already made a
positive impact on the field, and will continue to do so by coordinating, aligning, and supporting the
eatly childhood work in Connecticut. The Office of Early Childhood will lead a coordinated effort
to implement the State Plan to dramatically increase the percentage of children with high needs who
are entolled in high quality catly learning and development programs.

We look forward to working with you and being an active partner in supporting the early childhood
field, especially those who serve children with high-needs.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Elena Trueworthy
Director

Hartford Collaborative Letter of Intent: Connecticut RTT-ELC Application Page 2
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Early Childhood
Alliance

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

The Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance expresses its strong support for Connecticut’s 2013
Race to the Top/Early Learning Challenge application submitted through the Office of Early
Childhood.

The Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance (Alliance) is a statewide membership and advocacy
organization committed to improving developmental outcomes in the areas of learning, health,
safety and economic security for children birth through age eight. The Alliance was founded in
2002 as a networking opportunity for early childhood organizations and has since grown to
become the go-to organization for early childhood information sharing, networking, policy
development, and advocacy. The Alliance has 100 organizational members, representing a
diverse group of policy advocates, providers, parent groups, public agencies, and philanthropy.

Connecticut has a tremendous opportunity to create a comprehensive, coordinated early
childhood system with the establishment of an Office of Early Childhood in July of 2013. Early
childhood programs, previously spread out across five state agencies, are now or soon will be
housed within the Office of Early Childhood. This brings synergy, better coordination,
efficiencies, and improved outcomes in the delivery of early childhood services to high-need
children. The Office of Early Childhood’s new fresh and inspiring leadership, coupled with the
deep commitment from Governor Dannel P. Malloy, brings a strong sense of renewed hope and
focus on our youngest and most vulnerable children who need the supports and resources to
ensure they are ready for school and lifelong success.

Because Connecticut now has an Office of Early Childhood that has a single focus on our
youngest children, the Alliance believes that Connecticut is poised to truly improve its early
childhood system. The use of Results-Based Accountability will yield measurable positive
outcomes for our high-need children. The Race to the Top proposal presents an immense
opportunity to make this happen.

Additionally, the Office of Early Childhood is fortunate to have a partnership with the Early
Childhood Funders Collaborative, comprised of 14 philanthropic entities committed to investing
in early childhood services and systems building, and which will invest $1.3 million in the next
year in private funds to help State government reorganize. One foundation, the Graustein
Memorial Fund, has invested heavily for years in local communities, building a 58-community
network of local structures to enhance early learning on the ground level. These state-local

Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance, 110 Bartholomew Avenue, Suite 4030, Hartford, CT 06106
860.819.3647, www .earlychildhoodalliance.com
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linkages are essential to helping connect high-needs families with appropriate supports and
services, and engage them in leadership development and advocacy opportunities.

The Alliance supports the goal of increasing the percentage of high-need children who have
access to high-quality learning and developmental experiences. We are particularly encouraged
that this application identifies early childhood settings with unknown quality and intends to
provide these programs with tools and resources to increase access and quality. Our most
vulnerable children will receive the developmental supports they need starting at birth. The
Alliance embraces the strategy to place a substantial amount of attention on licensed family child
care providers and unlicensed family, friend and neighbor care, two settings that provide care to
our most vulnerable children.

It is also exciting that Connecticut will implement a well-researched and carefully designed
Quality Rating and Improvement System, known as ConneCT to Quality (C2Q). C2Q
importantly incorporates a robust statewide technical assistance network and professional
development structure to support the early childhood workforce, which is foundational to a
child’s early learning experience and development.

The Alliance will work to support implementing the Race to the Top/Early Learning Challenge
proposal by:

* Supporting the Office by advocating independently for needed legislative and administrative
changes to implement components of the proposal;

e Informing legislators and all public leaders of key components of the proposal and how they
will change a child’s life trajectory and ultimately close the achievement gap;

e Providing a communication and feedback bridge between all venues of the early childhood
community and the Office of Early Childhood;

e Mobilizing Alliance members and others to take action, when needed, to support successful
implementation of the proposal.

The Alliance’s goal is that all Connecticut children will not only enter kindergarten healthy,
eager to learn, but all young children are ready for school and lifelong success. We are excited
about the potential for Connecticut’s Race to the Top/Early Learning Challenge initiative to
improve outcomes for Connecticut’s children.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Gail Nolan
Co-Chair, on behalf of the CT Early Childhood Alliance Steering Committee

Appendix 3: Letters of Support Page 50



Connecticut

SEIU Local 2001

oide

Stronger Together

October 15, 2013
To: U.S. Department of Education
Re: State of Connecticut, Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant

I am writing in support of our state’s Race to the Top (RTT) Application. At CSEA SEIU Local
2001 we have been working with family child care providers since 20035 to address many of the
problems they face as early educators. We believe that many of the strategies put forth in the
RTT application begin to address these issues,

The children we all want 1o reach are being cared for in home-based child care, with little or no
oversight or knowledge of what is happening in these setfings. It is about time that we focus
atiention on how we help stabilize this workforce and support its professionalization.

It is important that any system of early care and education strive to meet the needs of working
parents, early educators — including family child care providers, and of course children. Over the
years we have learned that parents want access to high quality care that provides the nurturing of
mind and body that children need. For high needs families, this means that care must also be
affordable, with the flexibility to handle non-traditional work schedules. We have leamed that
providers have a good handle on the needs of children but would welcome professional
development that is offered at reasonable rates and during times that do not conflict with their
responsibilities as child care providers. Offering incentives to accomplish this on a large scale is
a smart move. This RTT application does that.

As the state with the largest achievement gap in the couniry, we would be wise to ensure that all
high needs children are cared for in programs and homes where we know positive child
development and early learning is promoted. Supporting parents with information on how to
ensure that their child care choices provide the best opportunities for their children is a move in
the right dirgction.

The more we learn about brain development, the stronger and more coordinated our support
systems will need o be for families with young children. The implementation of Connecticut’s
RTT strategies will build on the foundation that our new Office of Early Childhood is putting in
place to accomplish this.

Robert I, Rinker
Executive Director
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AFT Connecticut

A Union of Professionals

Ogctober 14, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy,

AFT Connecticut strongly supports high quality, universal preschool education and believes it is one of the
most effective ways to close our state’s opportunity and achievement gaps.  On behalf of our 29,000
members, [ am writing to offer AFT Connecticut’s support to the Office of Early Childhood’s Race to the
Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTTT-ELC). Based o our review of the provided summary, we endotse
the RTTT-ELC application because of the emphasis it puts on quality early education for high needs
students, including the system for improving screening data from health care providers and improving
referrals of high needs children. Early intervention will significantly improve the child’s chances for
success once they enter the school system,

AFT Connecticut believes that licensed learning centers staffed with certified professionals is crucial to
ensuring the needs of every child aie met. We are pleased to endorse this aspect of the RTTT-ELC
application. 1t is imperative that we maintain high standards for early childhood teachers to be certain that
those who have the greatest educational impact on young students are in fact adequately and appiopriately
trained. We could not support any efforts to dilute or exempt certification requirements for early childhood
educators.

While we wholeheartedly support many aspects of the RTTT-ELC proposal, we have concerns about new
standards that may be imposed on public school early childhood education programs. We would like to see
more consideration given to providing flexibility to these school districts. They may need ample time and
additional funding to make any necessary upgrades to their facilities of changes in protocol. We are
concerned that requiring too many changes too soon will force districts to close their facilities and
discontinue educating preschoolers, That is something that none of us would want. ‘We are optimistic that
the final document will address these concerns.

AFT Connecticut is u diverse union of Professionals including educators, healthcare workers and state
employees. Our mission has always been, and will continue to be, supporting our children; educators and
school districts in thewr efforts to ensure highly quality education to all eur students. We wish you the best
of luck with Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge application,

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Melodie Peters
President

(b)(6)

Stephen McKeever
First Vice President

Appendix 3: Letters of Support Page 52

Connecticut

Connecticut

hall Hodad
SHIL O 08067

www.aliohory
Melodie Peters
PRESTDENT

Stephen MoKeever

PIRST VICE PRESIDENY

Jean Moo

SELOND VICEPRESH

LHE

Dennis Bogusky
Joanne Chapin
Hon Chivinsk!

gl
David Cicarella

Shellve Davis
Patricia Fusce
Dravid Haves

jan Hochadel
Kedth Tnrig
Andrea Johnsnn
andoul
Patricia Mitehell

Kathleen Sanner

g3 sybegx
(19153 R PSR




American
Academy of
Pediatrics

EY

OFFICERS

Prosident
Sandea Carbonazi, MDD,
Witigrtairy, C7

President-Hlect
LRI O Callshan, M.
bAiddletown, CT

Treasarer
Kathlorn Markelll, MDD,
Gilastonbury, CT

Secretpry
Aduana Coughling MDD
Branford, UF

I fate Past ¥
Romaid Angoff, M.D.
Mew Haven, U7

Mpapersar-laroe
Anton Alérie, M.D,
Bloomfield, T

Chizisa Asomugha, MD,
Mewy Haven, CT

Andrew Carlson, ML.D.
Change, O

Doaglas Idebson, MO,
Mew Haven, T

Scott Schoem BMLIL
Haotford, O

Catherine Wiiey, M.DL
Hartford, CT

Eeoard L Banco, MDY
Hartford, UT

Elga L. Stone, M.,
BMorth Haven, £T

Robert Favoski, M
Hlarttord, OT

GOvERNMENT RELATIONS
LOBBYEST
Judith AL Bled, LB

Execrrve NRECTOR
Bl G, Wood

Appendix 3: Letters of Support

Connecticut

HEZEKIAH BEARDSLEY CONNECTICUT CHAPTER

104 Hupcsrroro Srreer « Harprorp, CT 06106 « T, (8607 325-9738 » Fax (860) 727-9863

Myra Jones-Taylor

Executive Director

Connecticut Office of Early Childhood
165 Capitol Ave. Room G29

Hartford, CT 06106

October 8, 2103
Dear Ms. Jones Taylor,

The CT Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics is the membership organization
for the nearly 1000 primary care and specialty pediatricians in the state. Our mission is to
attain optimal physical, mental, and social health and well-being for all infants, children,
adolescents, and young adults.

It is essential that we support agencies that expand early childhood learning and
development of young children. Our members strive to be certain that children receive
the finest care and education and that their parents are well informed so that their choices
are the best for their child.

In this regard, we are pleased to support the Race To The Top Early Learning Challenge
application. There are several strategies that our members would be willing to support

and are currently working on, such as developmental screens for all children.

Please maintain communication with the Chapter so we can connect our members with
your strategies. Good luck on your endeavor.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Jillian Wood
Executive Director
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QOctober 8, 2013
Advanced Behavioral Health, Inc.

Myra Jenes-Taylor

Executive Director

Connecticut Office of Early Childhood
165 Capitol Ave. Room G29
Hartford, CT 06106

Re: Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Funds

Dear Governor Malloy:

The Early Childhood Consultation Partnership® (ECCP) enthusiastically supports Connecticut’s Office of
Early Childhood in their application to the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant and
the ongoing implementation of Public Act No. 11-181, “An act concerning early childhood education and
the estoblishment of o coordinated system of early care and education-and child develppment,” 1o improve
physical, social and mental health outcomes for the state’s high needs children,

The Early Childhood Consultation Partnership® (ECCP) program is-an innovative and nationally recognized
evidenced-based program which provides statewide early childhood mental health consultation services
to early care and education providers and families of children ages birth to five. Managed by Advanced
Behavioral Health, Inc. (ABH®), ECCP's Master's-level Early Childhood Mental Health Consuliants partner
with local non-profit behavioral health care agencies to serve more than 3,000 children ages 0-5.across
the state each year.

ECCP is notably one of the first statewide, results oriented, data driven Early Childhood Mental Health
Consuitation programs in the country. The program has clearly articulated outcomes relating to professional
development, service delivery of at-risk children and their caregivers, and state and local community networking.
ECCPserves as a national model and has influenced policy makers around the social emotional needs of young
children, as well as the need to build thecapacity of early care and education providers and families through
consultation, technical assistance and workforce development activities, ECCP has heen highlighted nationally
through several studiesand publications, such as the Notional Centerfor Children in Poverty's, “Building
Comprehensive Supports for Early Childhood Mental Health: A Planning Toel for States; Georgetown University's
Study, “What Works? A Study of Effective Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation Programs.” Duran,
Hepburn, lrvine, Kaufman, Antheny, Horen, and Peiry; "Assessing fidelity for early childhood mental health
consultation: Lessons from the field and next steps,” Roxane K. Kaufmonn, Deborah F. Perry, Kathy Hepburn, and
Frances Duran; and ECCP served as a resource for National Center for Children in Poverty and Zero To Three Policy
Center's “Strengthening ECMH Supports in Early Care and Education Settings, Strategies for Improving ECMH
Supports inInfant-Toddler Settings.”

213 Court Strest  Middietown, 0T 08457 T B60.E38 6309 F 8606385302 www.abhot.com
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ECCP works in partnerships at state, local and individual family levels in-order to address the social,
emotional.and behavioral needs of typically underserved high-risk children {e.g. foster children, children
with special needs, etc.). We also emphasize the importance of maintaining a workforce that is fully
versed in the fields of Early Childhood Mental Health and Early Childhood Education. This is done through
ongoing trainings and collaberations with other early-childhood partners. ECCP has also participated in
the development of CT's Early Learning and Development Standards within the social and emotional
domain and ECCP has incorporated these and other fundamentals such as, NAEYC Quality Standards and
(Early) Head Start Guidelines inta the service delivery model, contributing to a seamless support system.

ECCP is.an active pariner at both the state and local levels warking to improve early childhood delivery
systems and outcomes. For example, ECCP:

#  Has conducted a needs assessment and developed and distributed more than 100 different Social and
Emotional resources to Family Daycare Providers and Infant Toddler teachers in Connecticut.

®  Servesas the early childhood mental health experts and provides consultation and services to
caregivers of children involved in DCF, Head Start and other early childhood community partners for
the DCF Head Start Statewide Collaborative.

®  Provides trainings to the DCF Training Academy and for local early care and education providers.
Training Topics include social and emotional development, and target the 0-5 populationand their
caregivers.

5 Participates in local early childhood community collaborative groups (e.g. Head Start Boards, School
Readiness Councils, Discovery Initiatives, Directors Forums, Help Me Grow Meetings, etc.).

= ECCP isa member of the Steering Committee for the National Zero to Three Project: New Haven's
Court Team for Maltreated Infants and Toddlers. This team seeks to improve autcomes for Infants
and Toddlers in New Haven area foster care.

®  ECCP is on the training steering Committee for Connecticut’s Association for Infant Mental Health.

Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative will provide more complete supports for high needs children during their
most crucial stages of development. The few examples above demonstrate our commitment to this goal.
Through these partnerships, we have played a critical role in designing many of the supports that serve as
the foundation that RTT-ELC projects will build on {e.g. our workforce development trainings for early care
providers and our provision of early childhood mental health consultation to early care and education
settings, as well as our capacity to design centralized data management systems that guide program
fidelity and imbedding a practice approach of Results Based Accountability).

ECCP will actively participate in the successful implementation of RTT-ELC projects to create a
coordinated, statewide early learning and development system that includes a tiered Quality Rating and
Improvement System (QRIS) system, comprehensive Early Learning and Development Standards, data
collections, and a well trained workforce. Specifically, ECCP will:

# Support the new Office of Early Childhood Development, Farly Care and Fducation as part of the
ongoing implementation of Public Act No. 11-181.

u  Provide technical assistance and capacity building tools {e.g. “Tips for Tots” Strategy Resources for
families and providers, Action Plans; etc.) for local providers and families through the regional hub
system created under RTT-ELC,

#  Advocate for maximum participation in the QRIS systerm among local.and regional child care providers
and educators.

213 Court Street  Middletown, §T 06457 T B60.63R.6308 F 860.638.6302 wyiabhoh.oom

Appendix 3: Letters of Support Page 55




Connecticut

8 Advise on the improvement and coordination of training for early care and education providers in
health and mental health standards through participation on the Early Childhood Cabinet’s Health
Committee.

& Identify effective investments toimprove the sarly screening and mid-level assessment processes.

8 Prgvide ECCP early childhood mental health consultation services to serve children, families and
educators through Kindergarten in order to better align Infant Toddler Preschool and Kindergarten
requirements within a seamless system of social emotional and behavioral supports from Early Care
and Education Centers to Gramimar school.

ECCP is excited to be an active partner in the development and implementation of Connecticut’s RTT-ELC
project. We recognize the capacity of the Office of Early Chilldhood to successfully partnerwith other
state and local agencies in order to implement a seamless delivery system serving as a steward of the
citizens” of Connecticut by acting on behalf of disadvantaged young children. We see the potential this
initiative has in creating a strong network that supports positive outcornes for high needs children, their
families and service providers.

Sincerely

(b)(6)

Flizabeth Bicio, LCSW

Director

Early Childhood Consultation Partnership
{ECCP®) and Early Childhood Programs
Advanced Behavioral Health, inc.

(b)(6)

Samuel Moy, Ph.D.
President and CEOQ
Advanced Behavioral Health, Inc.

213 Court Strest  Middletown, 07 06457 T B60A38.5309 F 860.638.5307 www.athct.eom
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Children’s Fund of
Connecticut, Inc.

Child Health and Development
Institute of Connecticut

October 8, 2013

Myra Jones-Taylor, Ph.D., Director
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood
165 Capitol Avenue, Room G31
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Dr. Jones-Taylor:

On behalf of the Children’s Fund of CT and its subsidiary, the Child Health and Development Institute
(CHDI), I am writing to express our strong support for Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge grant proposal and affirm our commitment to work with the Office of Early
Childhood (OEC) in support of the strategies and projects presented.

The Children’s Fund and CHDI are dedicated to promoting and maximizing the healthy
physical, behavioral, emotional, cognitive and social development of children throughout
Connecticut. We work to ensure that all children in our state, particularly those who are
disadvantaged or underserved, will have access to and make use of a comprehensive,
effective, community-based health and mental health care system.

CHDI recognizes that the care and education of young children (0-5) has lifelong
consequences. Approximately one in four Connecticut children enter kindergarten without the
sufficient skills, knowledge or behaviors necessary for academic success. Research has
documented that physical and mental health-related issues, alone or in combination, account
for all but 6% of these children. In recognition of the role that health plays in ensuring school
readiness, CHDI works tirelessly to improve access, integration and impact of early
childhood systems by fully addressing healthy development at the local, regional, state and
national level.

The Children’s Fund and CHDI are deeply committed to helping achieve the ambitious goals
outlined in the RTT-ELC proposal to better serve high needs children and prepare them for
lifelong learning and wellness. Specifically we intend to work closely with the Office of
Early Childhood on the projects that are closely aligned with our mission and goals. These
include:

¢ Improve the identification and referral of high needs children. We have just
completed a report entitled The Earlier the Better: Developmental Screening for
Connecticut’s Young Children for the Health Promotions Workgroup of the Early
Childhood Education Cabinet, which can inform the strategies related to the efforts
on screening and connecting children to services outlined in the grant proposal;

* Continue to provide support and technical assistance to expand the system of health
and mental health consultation to licensed family and center based child care
programs;
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¢ Continue to support over 30 communities through our public/private partnership with
the William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund and the Office of Early Childhood to
fully integrate health into their comprehensive early childhood plans;

*  Work with the OEC and communities to improve efforts at collecting and tracking
data from the Child Health Assessment Forms completed for all children in licensed
early care and education programs and eventually integrate this information in the
Early Childhood Information System. These forms are a rich source of vital
information that can help inform and improve services and systems for young
children.

* Continue to support the CT Association for Infant Mental Health in the development
of a workforce competent in promoting social and emotional development and
meeting the mental health challenges of young children and their families;

*  Through our EPIC program (Educating Practices in the Community), continue to
train child health providers in developmental and behavioral screening and add a
module for health providers on collaborating effectively with early care and
education providers, using health consultants and coaches to child care as the key
liaisons, funded in part by CT’s new ECCS grant;

¢ Continue to support the expansion of a model of midlevel assessments as a way of
providing timely, accessible and cost-effective supports for children who screen
positive for developmental concerns.

In addition to these efforts through CHDI are those of the Children’s Fund of Connecticut
(CFC), our public charitable foundation. CFC has been a founding member of the
Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative and we pledge to continue our
contribution to help support the operations of a coordinated early childhood system. This is
but one of many ways in which we contribute to supporting the systems that serve young
children in the state. We have committed close to $1 million for this purpose in the past two
years alone.

There is no doubt that Connecticut has made major strides in its development of an early
childhood system over the past two years, exemplified by the creation of the Office for Early
Childhood and advances in developing a QRIS system. CT has moved far from the back of
the pack and is poised to be among the leaders. I have no doubt that an RTT-ELC grant
would provide the essential resources and recognition to make sure we not only arrive there
but also stay there. With exemplary and fully supportive legislative and executive branch
leadership, there is no better time for the federal government to be investing in Connecticut
and its youngest citizens.

CHDI and the Children’s Fund will continue to be a strong and dedicated partner in working
toward the success of this grant, and more important, to building and maintaining a quality
early childhood system that meets the needs of all children in our state.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Judith C. Meyers, PhD.

President and CEO

Children’s Fund of CT and

Child Health and Development Institute of Connecticut
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Engaging, Educating and Mobilizing Parents
to Act on Children’s Issues

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Governor Malloy,

On behalf of over 3286 Connecticut Parent Power members, we would like to share how deeply
committed we are to Connecticut’s Race to the Top/Early Learning Challenge application, which
proposes to increase the number of children with high needs who are enrolled in high quality early

learning and development programs statewide.

Connecticut Parent Power (CTPP) is a statewide parent led membership and advocacy organization
committed to improving developmental outcomes in the areas of early childhood care/education,
healthcare reform, and PreK-12™ grade school systems, CTPP was founded in 2001 as a parent
netwarking opportunity to secure fanding that goes beyond the scope of just engaging parents o
educating them with timely information, then mobilizing them to play an active role in solution based
thinking and actions that has since grown to become the go-to parent organization for information
sharing, networking, policy development, and advocacy.

As you know, many times our high needs children living in poverty, children with disabilities, and
children who are English language learners are left behind to play caich up at various ages and stages of
development. Currently, about half of the children with high needs in publically-funded early learning
and development programs are in programs of unknown quality, which is unacceptable. Changing this is
a crucial element of Comnecticut’s efforts to shrink its expansive achievement gap that will be
accomplished hand in hand with our parents, providers, teachers and stakeholders who care about childrén

issues.

As parents and the first and most influential teachers of our most precious gifts, our children, we believe
that all children need high quality early learning experiences especially during the early years, from birth
to early elementary school, in order to have the best chance of reachinig their fullest potential. All
children, regardless of income, circumstances or geography, deserve this opportunity. The State should
ensure that high needs children, in particular, has access to high quality programs from birth through
kindergarten entry in all types of settings (home-based, centers and schools).

The establishment of the Office of Early Childhood will serve our state as a national model to provide a
family-friendly coordinated one stop system that would truly provide support services for our children.
Connecticut Parent Power is determined to accomplish these goals through collective efforts that include
engaging parents from the very beginning to ensure collective impact is positive for all with the

following:

CT Parent Power 110 Bartholomew &ve, Suite 4030, Hartford, CT 06106 (860} 951-2212 ext. 273
marilyn@ctparentpower,or www.Ctparentpower.org info@ctparentpower.org
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1) Statewide Systems Building, this involves implementing a statewide Tiered Quality Rating and
Improvement System, ComneCT to Quality (C2Q): Connecticut’s Early Learning Quality System

2} High Quality for High Needs, which involves implementing related policies and initiatives to increase
the number and percentage of children with high needs attending high quality early learning and
development programs of all types and increasing their readiness for Kindergarten.

CTPP 15 excited to know that Connecticut will begin to implement a well researched and carefully
designed C2(Q that will incorporate a strong statewide technieal assistance network that will
professionally develop structures that will support the early childhood workforce, which is the
foundational glue to ensuring that no child is ever left behind. This includes a broad based screening

effort to identify children with special needs eartier.

CTPP dedicated stafl will work collectively to support implementation of the Race to the Top/Early
Learning Challenge proposal by specifically:

1. Fostering conumunication with grassroots relationships that include parents, providers, fzith-hased
partners and constituents who care about children’s issues and share feedback with the Office of
Early Childhood to ensure that all systerns are reflective of the needs of parents and community
members;

2. Engaging, educating and mobilizing parents/constituents from across the state to take action,
when necessary, to support the successful implementation of the proposal;

3. Cultivating meaningful relationships with legislators and representatives, while informing them
of key elements of the Race to the Top/Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) Proposal that will
bring about a shared vision for all children to accomplish optimal levels of success that will close
the achievement gap;

4. Information sharing in timely manner to parents to ensure that they are able to make informed
decisions with the implementation process of a system that works for all children to receive
quality care/education; and to gain RTT-ELC funding that will significantly help us to achieve the
following objectives: (a) information sharing to parents/families, (b) provide families with
information about the importance of quality and (¢) rating system of programs, (d) provide all
families with options that are of high quality no matter if they receive public funding or not,
which (e} will create targeted information campaign encouraging families to select guality
programs for all programs and providers who have contact with families of high needs children.

Together these plans will help ensure that more children receive quality early care and education, more
parents receive sound information to guide their choices, which CTPP 1s- commilted to attaining, hand in
hand, through effective and timely coordination and collaboration of all parents, partners and stakeholders
in our state to attain the best for our most vulnerable, our precious children.

Connecticut Parent Power embraces the strategies to create an Early Childhooed Partnership Council to
conmect to local communities, resource/referral for high needs families (care coordination at 2171 child
care), work with universities on an early childhoed research agenda, and placing a substantial amount of
attention to licensed family child care providers and unlicensed family, friend and neighbor care, two
settings that provide care to our most vulnerable children, as preventive measures are key.

Connecticut Parent Power is honored to be working with such a dynamic team of leaders in Connecticut
that are all excited about the possibilities we can further attain and sustain with the Connecticut’s Race to
the Top/Early Learning Challenge initiative to improve outcomes for children from diverse walks of life.

SingPrely
(b)(&)

Marilyn Calderén
Executive Director
Connecticut Parent Power
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Main Office:

338 Main Street » Niantic, CT 06357
(860)-739-3089

{BOO) 445-2722 Toll Free

Satellite Offices:
Danbury Childrén First
83 West Street » Daubury, CT 06810

Fair Haven Commumity Health Center

Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center, Inc.
Y > 374 Grand Avenue « New Haven, CT 06513

October 9, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:

On behalf of the Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC) , I am pleased to write this letter
of support for CT’s application for the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC)
competition. We believe that Connecticut is uniquely poised to utilize this funding to support our
coordinated efforts though the new Office of Early Childhood. (OEC) The Office of Early
Childhood has a dynamic plan for expanding and enhancing access to high quality early
education programs for all young children throughout Connecticut. We believe this funding is
critical to creating a comprehensive and responsive statewide system that will significantly
improve developmental outcomes for all young children.

The Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC) has served as Connecticut’s statewide,
federally funded parent training and information center (PTIC) for the past thirty years. We have
provided training, information and support to thousands of families who have children with any
disability or chronic illness, from birth through age 26 and the community providers who work
with them. CPAC has always been committed to reaching and serving families who have the
greatest barriers to accessing information and support and whose children are at risk for success
due to their disabilities .As a member of the external stakeholder group providing input into
proposal development, we appreciate that others share this commitment and have focused on
high needs children throughout the proposed plan.

CPAC parent staff and Board members serve on numerous statewide and local committees to
ensure a strong voice is always at the table for infants, toddlers,, children and youth with
disabilities and their families. CPAC’s advocacy and involvement at the state, regional, and local
level represents the needs of children with disabilities and their families in accessing
opportunities that will promote positive developmental outcomes and help close CT’s persistent
achievement gap. We know the gap begins to widen early on and recognize that access to a high
quality system of early care and education can be most successful in narrowing the gap,
especially at kindergarten entry for children with disabilities. We are especially pleased to see
that high quality, early care opportunities for children with disabilities will be expanded and
enhanced through the work proposed in this Early Learning Challenge grant.

www.cpacinc.org
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CPAC will help to ensure that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC project meets the needs of all young
children, ages birth to five, including those with disabilities and their parents by:

¢ providing accessible information to parents and providers via a toll-free phone number,
through e-mail, and/on our website;

¢ making bi-lingual staff available to assist parents and provide translated materials;

¢ providing in-service training and technical assistance to community based early
intervention and early childhood programs on topics such as: family involvement; parent-
professional partnerships; inclusion of children with disabilities and special health care
needs, including the provision of individualized accommodations and modifications; and
cultural competence, among other topics;

¢ providing information, support and assistance to the families of young children with
disabilities to help them advocate for their children to make sure their child’s needs are
met across the range of early childhood options and opportunities that are available; and

e promoting access to high-quality early learning and development programs for children
with disabilities by contributing to the development and implementation of policies at the
state, regional, and local levels.

We have seen firsthand in Connecticut, the positive outcomes that are realized when young
children, including children with disabilities, have access to high quality early intervention
and preschool services. We firmly believe this new funding will allow our state to create a
model statewide system that will ensure we improve the outcomes of many more of our
young children with the highest needs in order to provide equitable opportunities for success
for all children. We look forward to supporting you in this critical endeavor,

Yourg trnls

(b)(6)

Nancy B. Prescott
Executive Director
CT Parent Advocacy Center

WwWw.cpacingc.org
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CT Parent Information and Resource Center

Centro de Recursos e Informacion Para Padres de CT

October 9, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:
Regarding Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge

It is my pleasure, on behalf of the Connecticut Parent Information and Resource Center (CT PIRC), to express
support for, and commitment to, Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant
submission. The efforts put forward by this application will increase high-quality educational opportunities for
Connecticut’s young children and their families, including those with high needs.

CT PIRC’s goal is to improve parents’ access to information and resources regarding their children’s
education. CT PIRC works to establish a statewide system for the implementation of successful and effective
family engagement and involvement policies, programs, and activities. CT PIRC is coordinated by the
Connecticut State Education Resource Center (SERC), a professional development agency. CT PIRC builds on
a history of well-documented success, evidenced by national recognition from the National Network of
Partnership Schools (NNPS) as a Partnership State Award winner in 2000 and 2005, and on the statewide
leadership and infrastructure in school-family-community partnerships.

CT PIRC maximizes the impact of community, state, and federal resources by collaborating with partners
including the Connecticut State Department of Education, the Capitol Region Conference of Churches, CT's
Parent Training and Information Center (PTT), Head Start, the CT Commission on Children, Even Start, the
Regional Educational Service Centers (RESCs), and the Family Resource Center Alliance, among others. CT
PIRC focuses in particular on serving high-need black and Hispanic families with the goal of providing
targeted assistance to communities where there are significant achievement gaps along racial lines.

Therefore, this letter signifies our support regarding the State of Connecticut’s application for participation in
the federal Race to the Top- Early Childhood Challenge. We fully support the goals of the state’s plan,
including:

e Increase the quality of programs currently serving high needs children;

25 Industrial Park Road, Middletown, CT 06457-1520

1-800-842-8678 ¢ www.ctpirc.org
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CT Parent Information and Resource Center

Centro de Recursos e Informacion Para Padres de CT

Page 2
Governor Malloy
October 9, 2013

e Increase access to high quality programs for families of high needs children; and

e Create a system to support quality and access agenda for high needs children.

We commend the State of Connecticut for the leadership and efforts already demonstrated in recent years to
create and expand through the newly established Office of Early Childhood and the capacity of early childhood
systems in Connecticut to enhance the quality of all types of early learning and development programs for
Connecticut children. Moreover, we advocate their aggressive yet achievable plan for implementation -
coherent, compelling, and comprehensive approach that can set a transformational example for other states
throughout the country.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

7

Ingrid M. Canady
Assistant Director for Program Development
Connecticut Parent Information and Resource Center (CT PIRC)

25 Industrial Park Road, Middletown, CT 06457-1520

1-800-842-8678 ¢ www.ctpirc.org
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COMNECTICUT
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY John R.Bathgeber
ASSOCIATION S o

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Dannel P. Malloy
Governor

State Capitel

210 Capitol Ave.

Hartlord, CT 061006

Dear Governor Malloy:

1 am writing to express the strong support of the Connecticut Business and Industry
Association for Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Harly Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) initiative.

There 18 perhaps nothing more important to Connecticut’s future than the wellbeing of our
children and their aceess to the best possible start in life. One of our highest duties as citizens is
to make sure that every child receives a solid educational foundation from an early age. CBIA
firmly believes that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative is key to providing that foundation and
preparing Connecticut’s children for the high-wage, high-skills, high promise jobs of tomorrow.

CBIA is Connecticut’s largest business frade association with about 10,000 members
representing every business sector and region within our state. CBIA believes that Connecticut’s
cconomic competitiveness is dependent upon a highly skilled workforce, one that can diive
innovation and productivity. Graduating high school students who are ready for college or
advanced technical education and closing the state’s achievement gap are priorities that we share
with your administration. A coordinated system of quality early childhood care and education is
critical to achieving these goals.

Research, and common sense, instructs us that children who are provided quality early
learning experiences have much better potential for success throughout school and life than those
who arrive at kindergarten underprepared and already behind in their education.

That is why, as you know, we have been actively invelved in both the poliey debate on public
education reform and in numerous district or school-based initiatives. We also have been
integrally involved in early childhoaod care and education planning through my service as the
immediate past chair of the Barly Childhood Education Cabinet. During my tenure as chair, we
realigned the Cabinet’s efforts and its comumittecs (Data, Workforce, Early Learning Standards,
and Family Supporis) to reflect your commitment to building a truly integrated system. These
improvements Jaid the foundation for Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative.

Another landmark achievement that we were proud to support with you was the ereation of
the Office of Harly Care and Education and Child Development. This new office will provide
Connecticut with its first comprehensive, collaborative system for delivering improved programs
and services, ultimately transforming how Connecticut provides childhood care. CBIA

380 Church Strdet, Martford, T OBI0E-126. | 80041300 | BOOZIVBEH5EZ (T | «Bi
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recognizes the central role the Office will play in Connecticut’s RTT-ELC efforts that are
focused on:

e Expanding the capacity of early childhood systems in Connecticut and significantly
improving their quality

o Implementing “ConneCT to Quality: Comnecticut’s Early Learning Quality System
{C20)” to make sure-that every young person is recelving thevery best of care

e  Widening the participation of high needs children in top quality early learning and
development programs

o Supporting these efforts through a fully coordinated and integrated information system—
the Early Childhood Information System

We are confident that these initiatives will belp accomplish vour goal of setting a foundation
for our young people that they will be able to build on their entire lives. Connecticut businesses
share this goal not only because employers must have askilled, prepared workforce in order to
compete and succeed in the 21% century cconomy, but also because businesses realize that
offering quality early education is imperative to sustaining the excellent quality of life their
employees and families depend on,

CBIA will continue to promote the efforts of your administration, particularly through the
Office of Early Care and Education and Child Development, by educating our members about
the RTT-ELC initiative, reaching out tothe state’s news media and general public about the
initiative’s importance, and facilitating links to private and philanthropic resources to ensure
long-term success.

We look forward to continuing our partnership-with veur administration to implement this
vitally important initiative.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Jonn I Ramgener

bf/gc: Dr. ’Myra Jones-Taylor
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October 8, 1013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P. Malloy
210 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Malloy:
Re: Connecticut’s application for Race to the Top

The Connecticut Workforce Development Council strongly supports Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge, to position more of Connecticut’s young children to achieve academic, employment, and
economic success.

The Connecticut Workforce Development Council (CWDC) strives to develop a competitive workforce to meet the
current and future needs of the state’s employers by creating opportunities through education, training and job
readiness. The Boards of Directors of all five regional Workforce Investment Boards are led by business executives
and include education and community leaders to assure that workforce investment policy is directed toward the real
jobs in the state economy. The leadership and participation of a broad spectrum of businesses helps ensure our
services and programs are relevant to our customers, today and in the futare.

CWDC enthusiastically supports Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposals to improve the quality of early learning to close
the achievement gap for children with high needs. We understand that healthy and prepared young children become
successful students, and eventually become productive workers and citizens. We are also pleased to see expanded
access to and integration of early care educator workforce training and the Early Childhood Teacher Credential,
especially among family and informal childcare providers. In support of these initiatives, CWDC will:

& Support the creation of the Office of Early Care and Education and Child Development to improve coardination
of state agency programs and facilitate better inter-agency cooperation, including data sharing protocols;

®  Promote access to high-quality early care programs among WIB clients (including educating students about
information available through the Quality Rating and Improvement System);

®  Make our training facilities available for professional development trainings, subject to availability, particularly
for family caregivers, kith and kin;

®  Promots training, credentialing (e.g., Child Development Associate), and careers in early education;

®  Inform our business and community partners about the RTT-ELC initiative and its important role in developing
a stronger workforce;

As the statewide association of Workforce Investment Boards, the CWDC is uniquely positioned help shape
Connecticut's cconomic future. Comnecticut’s RTT-ELC application will make important strides forward to ensure
our early care and education workforce provides the high quality care our children need to place them on the path of
academic and economic success. We look forward to working with you to achieve these goals.

Sincerely

(b)(6)

William P. Villano
President and CEQO, Workforce Alliance
Chair, Connecticut Workforce Development Council

o CONNECTICUT
: Workforce
‘ Drevelupment Couneil
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
OFFICE OF THE CHILD ADVOCATE
999 ASYLUM AVENUE, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06105

Sarah Healy Eagan, ID
Acting Child Advocate

October 10, 2013

Myra Jones-Taylor, Ph.D., Executive Director
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood

165 Capitol Ave., Room G29

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Dr. Jones-Taylor:

The Office of the Child Advocate has a vested interest in the successful work of various state agencies
that are working with high need young children. This Office is charged with the obligation to oversee
the protection and care of Connecticut’s most vulnerable and youngest citizens and advocate for their
well-being. See Connecticut General Statutes Sections 46a-13k et seq. To that end, the Office of the
Child Advocate is an avid supporter of the state’s effort to strengthen and build infrastructure that can
meet the developmental and educational needs of our very young children. The Race to the Top Early
Learning Challenge and the Connecticut application rightly emphasize the need to strengthen linkages
between multiple state, local and privately-run agencies that serve children and their families.
Connecticut’s creation of an Office of Early Childhood is an essential development in the state’s strategic
plan to ensure the well-being of our young children and their families.

Connecticut’s Race to the Top proposal necessarily places great emphasis on finding our high need
families and their children and ensuring appropriate referrals. The Office of Early Childhood brings
together multiple child-serving agencies that can work together across systems to efficiently engage
with families of young children, coordinate referral systems and streamline access to essential services.

The creation of an Office of Early Childhood is only the latest example of this state’s recognition that
productive adults and healthy families arise out of healthy starts. Over the last few years, Connecticut
passed critical legislation to assist with identifying high-need young children and increasing their access
to developmental and educational support services. In 2012 Public Act 12-53 was enacted, providing
that all individual case plans submitted to a state court on behalf of an abused or neglected child must
document whether that child has been evaluated for early intervention services, is enrolled in an early

Appendix 3: Letters of Support Page 68



Connecticut

childhood education program, or has been screened to determine eligibility for special education
services.

In 2013, the Connecticut legislature enacted Public Act 13-234, Section 154, requiring the state child
welfare agency ensure that every child under 36 months of age who is substantiated as abused or
neglected be screened for developmental and social-emotional delays using validated tools such as the
Ages and Stages and the Ages and Stages-Social/Emotional Questionnaires. Moreover, the Act requires
that such screens be administered at least every six months; that children who screen “positive” be
promptly referred to the state’s Birth to Three program for full evaluation, and that those children who
are found not eligible for services be referred to Connecticut’s prevention-focused “Help Me Grow”
service. The Act also requires that the state child welfare agency produce an annual report
documenting the numbers of children referred to Birth to Three, the eligibility rates and the domains of
eligibility. This reporting requirement will provide necessary information about the efficacy of the
screening and referral processes as well as deliver critical information about where services need to be
grown. Finally, the Act phases in a requirement that all young children referred to the state’s
Differential Response prevention program but who are not substantiated as victims of abuse or neglect
will be screened for developmental and social-emotional delays and be subsequently referred to early
intervention services. These statutory reforms, embraced by state legislative leadership, will ensure
essential developmental screening for thousands of our most vulnerable infants and toddlers.
Historically approximately three thousand children under thirty-six months of age have been
substantiated as victims of abuse or neglect each year. Assisting families with understanding their
children’s needs and connecting caregivers with family strengthening support services is a critical step in
improving outcomes for high-need young children.

As a corollary to this initiative, the state legislature enacted a new law in 2013 seeking to “Raise the
Grade” for children living in child welfare custody. See Public Act 13-234, Sections 123-124. The “Raise
the Grade” legislation includes a focus on promoting achievement for children ages 3 to 5 by requiring
annual reports to the statewide Achievement Gap Taskforce regarding the academic progress and
enrollment of preschool age children in state care.

These innovative legislative reforms are already being embraced and operationalized by the state’s
creative state agency teams and child welfare leadership. Connecticut DCF has also been actively
working for several years to improve access to evidence-based support services for at risk young
children. For example, DCF has provided essential financial support for the innovative Child FIRST
program, an evidence-based dyadic intervention for young children and their caregivers. State funding
has allowed Child FIRST to greatly increase capacity to serve high need families. DCF is also an active
partner with Connecticut Head Start programs to increase children’s access to quality early childhood
education programs.

These inter-agency efforts will encourage healthy starts and healthy futures for our children. The
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood is now positioned to build on and complement this work by
implementing the state’s strategic plan to ensure universal access to quality early care for young
children.
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As part of our mission, the Office of the Child Advocate will actively support the state’s multi-agency
efforts to safeguard the developmental and educational needs of abused, neglected or other high-risk
young children. OCA can support this important work through public and professional education,
reports to state lawmakers, as well as through sustained advocacy and focus on the special needs of this
vulnerable population.

The OCA has a productive working relationship with the Office of Early Childhood. The OEC, by virtue of
being a reform-minded agency that consolidates much of the critical early childhood work done in the
state, is uniquely positioned to implement our cohesive and well-designed strategy to ensure the quality
of our early childhood program and most importantly increase access to these programs for our most
needy young citizens.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Sarah Healy Eagan, JD
Acting Child Advocate
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October 7, 2013

The Honorable Governor Dannel P, Malloy
State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governot Malloy,

As the current Chairperson of the RESC Alliance, it is my pleasure to offer a letter of support for Connecticut’s
Race to the Top application. The Office of Farly Childhood provides the infrastructure and capacity to
implement a statewide early childhood system that ensures that all children enter Kindergarten ready for
learning. Funding from this grant will expand the capacity of the early childhood systems in Connecticut to
engage children who are not participating in quality programs or services. The grant will enhance the quality of
all learning environments to eosure that children with high needs in Connecticut have access to high quality
PrOgrams.

The regional educational service cenfers are acutely aware that in order to reach this goal, we must provide
teachers with strong evidenced based professional development opportunities paired with coaching support. We
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